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The year of 1958 is the 75th 
Anniversary of the CONVERTED Ca- 
THOLIC magazine. It has been a 
rich blessing to countless thousands 
through the years and now at this 
critical time in our history you can 
have a most vital part. 


We believe with our readers it 
should be in every Protestant Chris- 
tian hands, as well as our Catholic 
friends. Will you not make this 
year a special time when you give 
gift subscriptions, tell your friends 
to subscribe, and pass your copies 
on to others to interest them. 


Pastors, missionaries, students, so- 
cial workers, church visitors would 
heartily welcome a subscription. Use 
some of His blessing to you to give 
to others. 


* 


cAnniversary 
Edition 


Of special note is that the March 
1958 edition will have many addi- 
tional pages on the whole back- 
ground of the magazine and mis- 
sion. A special series of articles on 
Rome’s claims that “Peter is the 
rock”, by Mr. A. Lo Vallo, will 
commence in January. Editorials of 
special significance will be in each 
issue. 

In this issue an article, “The Arch- 
bishop Replies,” and continues in 
December. 


Make this season a season of 
giving the CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
especially at these reduced rates. 


* 
Give Now! 


Christmas G4 


PROBLEMS 


AT SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 
GIFT RATES! 


Give the Perfect Gift - 
NCNM e hcl taml ra it 


© Exclusive information found only in CCM 
® Thrilling true stories of converted pries 
© A gift that brings pleasure all yea 
©@ Inspiring devotional articles 
Special Christmas Gift Rates: 
Our special Christmas gift rate is $2.25 for the first subscription. 
And each additional subscription costs you just $2.00. 
(The latter may include your own renewal subscription!) 


You save $.75 on your first Christmas gift subscription — over 
single copy price $1.00 on each additional gift subscription! Add 
50¢ per yecr for subscriptions outside U.S. A. 


Order Now — Pay After January Ist 


We will send your Christmas gift card in time for Christmas — 
and bill you after January Ist. A big help for holiday budgets! 


Beautiful Personalized Gift Card 


Your friends will receive a beautiful Christmas card notifying 
them of your gift (if requested)— with your name handsigned. | 


ADDRESS 





— ZONE STATE ~ RENEWAL 


GIFT CARD TO READ FROM: 

















































Our Worst Enemy 


Here in America we are letting the 
vast resources that have been ov + 
slip through our fingers without tak- 


oY ing seriously the conditions that must 
be met if they are to be retained. We 
CW are seeing everything that is basical- 


ly American go down the drain. . . 
and most of us aren’t bothering to do 


a thing about it! 
; In a word, it’s indifference . . . 
: e sluggish, selfish, slothful indifference 
that is robbing us of everything that 
MW is important and different about 
5 America. Indifference—apathy . . . 
our worst enemy! 


§ Millions of Americans are in- 
MAGAZINE OF OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE different to who’s elected president. 


They’re indifferent to foreign policy, 
local politics, management and labor 
problems. They’re indifferent to public 
VOL.18 DECEMBER, 1957 NO. 10 and civic projects: Red Cross, Com- 
munity Chest, Y.M.C.A.—all these 
and many others pass them by .. . 
and they remain totally and smugly 
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MISSIONARY WORK 


I have just read in the SwozD oF 
THE LogD about your missionary work 
in New York to the Catholics and I 
am much interested. I read Dr. Walter 
Montajfio’s book of his life’s story and 
have shared it with others. 


Mrs. A.H., Mich. 


VALUED 


I am enclosing herewith money order 
for $2.50 to cover subscription for 
your very excellent magazine in my 
name from the date of expiration. I 
would not be without the magazine 
for anything. 

J.N.M., Pa. 


HOW TO DISCOURAGE 
MIXED MARRIAGES 


Please renew my subscription to 
your wonderful magazine, the CoNn- 
VERTED CATHOLIC. I do wish every one 
had. this magazine in their homes. I 
am quite sure there would. be fewer 
mixed marriages. 

Miss L.A.W., N. J. 


OUT OF DARKNESS 


I had read one of your magazines, 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. Being a con- 
verted Catholic myself, I surely can 
appreciate very much your Christian 
work toward those that are in dark- 
ness of the dark ages, the superstitions 
created by Satan’s representatives who 
had been led by him during past cen- 
turies. May our dear Lord and Saviour 
bless you in this work; this is my 
prayer. I am sending a check for a 
one-year subscription to the CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC, and later on will ask for 
more of your printings. 

A.B., Mass. 


A BLESSING SHARED 


Enclosed is payment for May and 
June 1957 CONVERTED CATHOLIC maga- 
zine. Some friends are very much 
interested in these two issues. I want 
to keep my own for reference. At one 
time I was a Roman Catholic, but 
thanks am now a Christian and a child 
of the King. God bless you in the 
wonderful work you are doing. 


Mrs. M.D., Iu. 


FOREIGN AID - IRELAND 


I want to thank you very sincerely 
for the gift of the film “MENACING 
SHapows” which has now arrived here 
quite safely. I have had an opportu- 
nity of giving it a run through and it 
is going to be of very great value to 
us in putting forward Protes- 
tant propaganda and in showing the 
menace of Rome and the position of 
the Reformed Church. 

I want to assure you and the Mis- 
sion that you are doing us a very great 
service in this country by allowing us 
to have the use of this film. Indeed if 
we can get together several films of 
this nature, I feel that they would do 
great good in this country where the 
Roman Church comprises three quar- 
ters of the population. 

It was a very great thrill in the 
film to see Christ’s Mission and to hear 
members of the staff speaking and to 
see something of the very fine work 
that you are doing. I am enclosing a 
cheque for packing and postage. Please 
convey my very best wishes to Dr. 
Montafio and my thanks for this gen- 
erous gift. With every good wish to 
yourself and the prayer that God will 
continue to bless what you are doing 
for the advancement of Christ’s King- 
dom. 


Rev. F.R.G., Ireland 


CRUSADE FRUITS 


Please enter my subscription for 
one year of CONVESTED CATHOLIC. 
My husband was raised a Catholic. 
Fortunately, the nuns knocked his 
head in so often he soon doubted their 
love for anything, and when he served 
as altar boy, he saw enough liquor to 
wonder too. He recently accepted the 
Lord at a Billy Graham meeting. Keep 
up the fine work. 

Le dé. 


SPAIN 


FOREIGN AID - AFRICA 


I shall not miss any issue of 
magazine (CONVERTED CATHOLIC) 
you cannot realize how I treasure { 
wonderful message of God thre 
you. I have already bound the co 
of 1956 for reference. I am happy # 
those who read them have their 
opened. 

RN.1., Nige 


FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT 


I always pass on my copies of 
publication, CONVERTED CATHOLIC } 
gazine. Your group seems to me f& 
on a parallel not only with misg 
aries to the farflung outposts of 
world, but with the courageous © 
tians of the first century (you ™ 
certainly challenging the same 
persecuting spirit in the 
men), and it is essential that all lo 
of Truth come to your assistance 
perish with you. Never a day jy 
that I do not pray for your group, 
all others of the same spirit, and’ 
beg you to press ever onward, endeay- 
oring to make your message as positive 
as you can, for your (our) sword # 
the Word of God, and He has promised 
that it shall do its work, and shall no 
return empty. Christ vanquished Satay 
by quoting it, and it is the only thing 
feared by the Roman Party today. 

Mrs. M.L., Ma. 


: 
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CASH AND POWER 


I am enclosing a small donation and 
I am praying that you will receive the 
support you need to show the true 
story to the American people befor 
it’s too late; having been a Roman 
Catholic for 26 years, I am in position 
to know the inner workings and aims 
It amounts to cash and power. 
JP.P., Nd. 


WHERE THERE IS NO VISION 
THE PEOPLE PERISH 


This is a sort of an offering towari 
the work that you and your staff ar 
doing. I sincerely hope that you ate 
strengthened in prayers and offerings 
as a reward for your endeavors i 
keeping the American public well ir 
formed of the ever creeping dangers 
of Romanism. I, for one, can attest 
to this menace, as I am living in a pre 
dominantly Catholic city (the largest 
Archdiocese in the South). This creep 
ing shadow is ever before me. 

J.C.T., la. 


30,000,000 people for whom Christ 


WTA em TD 


iy ee 


Carles 


Write Dept. CC 


Only your prayers can enable us to 
overcome the difficulties we face in 
evangelization and Gospel distribu- 
tion in Catholic-dominated Spain. 
FREE — 1 year subscription to 
SPAINGRAMS 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION, INC. 


3 HILLSBORO AVENUE 
TORONTO 5, ONT., CAN. 
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The Guiding Star 


Ts TRADITIONAL SEASON of peace and good will, 

of lights and holiday cheer, of giving and re- 
ceiving draws near. But it is a season of paradoxes 
unmatched by any other in the calendar or, in fact, 
in the annals of history. 

With foreign satellites bridging our horizons 
in an incredibly short space of time, we are forced 
to acknowledge that we live in a world not of 
peace and good will but of trouble and perplexity, 
a world of fear and anxiety on a scale never before 
encountered, a world of hysteria, without a sense 
of orientation or direction, a world of disarma- 
ment plans and military preparation, a world on 
the brink of a war of unspeakable disaster and 
incalculable devastation—and yet a world that is 
weary of war and would fain choose peace. 

What a set of contrasts! What a confusion of 
desires and deceits, threats and counterthreats! 
What a cosmic chiaroscuro, as if a monster hand 
had spattered the global canvas with mud and 
ashes and were seeking to mat it with the blood 
of human: sacrifices. 

Even the multiplication of religions has not 
removed the offense or wiped out the growing 
threat. Americans are going to church as never 
before—but to what avail? There is a need today, 
as there was long ago, for a guiding star to show 
the way, for only He who laid the foundations of 
the world and set the stars in their course can 
bring order where there is chaos and provide il- 
lumination where there is darkness and disillusion. 


No, there is not a need for more religions, or 
more churches, or even more churchgoing. There 
18 need for a personal encounter with a personal 
Saviour, who is all too often by-passed in the cur- 
rent quest for peace of mind and peace of soul. 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


Even in the month of His remembrance He is 
known to many only as a helpless babe, the Christ 
child, son of Mary, rather than Jesus, who would 
“save His people from their sins,” because He was 
Emmanuel, “God with us.” 

But while Christmas is commercialized into 
a season of gift-giving and, perhaps more impor- 
tant to many, gift-receiving, the song of the angels 
once more re-echoes from the heavens to those 
who will listen: 

Glory to God in the highest—for God so loved 
the world—and on earth peace—peace of mind, 
peace of soul, peace that only love can bring—good 
will toward men—the good will of Heaven’s Al- 
mighty Ruler toward undeserving men, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

. This is the true meaning of Christmas—God’s 
marvelous Gift to a race in deep need, a race 
totally unable to solve its own problems, totally 
incapable of achieving real, genuine, lasting happi- 
ness, totally lost. God’s Gift was a Saviour totally 
able to save. 


ASK, AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN YOU 


What are the greatest needs confronting those 
who stumble in the dark today? For what should 
they seek as they scan the heavens for a guiding 
light? 

Centuries before Christ this question was put 
to a young man about to become the leader of a 
mighty nation that could not “be numbered nor 
counted for multitude.” With a deep sense of 
humility and of responsibility for the welfare of 
his people, Solomon asked not for long life, nor 
riches, nor power over his enemies, but for “an 
understanding heart.” 


“And God said unto him, Because thou hast 
asked this thing . . . lo, I have given thee a wise 
and an understanding heart. . . . And I have also 
given thee that which thou hast not asked, both 
riches and honor: so that there shall not be any 
among the kings like unto thee all thy days. And 
if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes 
and my commandments. . . then I will lengthen 
thy days.” (I Kings 3:8-14) 

Some years later, when the prophet Elijah 
was to be taken from the earth, he said to his 
chosen successor, “Ask what I shall do for thee, 
before I be taken away from thee.” Elisha, behold- 
ing the spiritual giant before him and recalling 
his power with God and with men, could have 
asked for earthly power and dominion, or fame, 
or a fearless heart, or long life. Instead, eager like 
Jacob for the divine blessing to rest upon him and 
his ministry, he said, “I pray thee, let a double por- 
tion of thy spirit be upon me.” (II Kings 2:9-12) 

What could typify the world situation today 
more than the kingdom of Queen Esther? Though 
queen of a vast domain, she was “exceedingly 
grieved” at the knowledge that her people were 
under proscription by the unwitting hand of her 
sovereign Ahasuerus, king of the Medes and Per- 
sians. An irrevocable decree had gone forth under 
his seal for the destruction of this people scattered 
throughout the kingdom. Trouble loomed from 
every side, and there seemed no way of escape. The 
queen herself was in mortal danger as she sought 
to help her oppressed people. 

_ But when she went before the king and he 
offered her whatever she wanted, “even to the half 
of the kingdom,” she did not seek her own ad- 
vancement or favor. Her heart was fixed on a 
doomed race held captive in a foreign land, and 
as she pleaded for their welfare she became the 
symbol of all who value freedom under God above 
every other consideration, including life itself. Her 
courageous words in answer to the challenge of the 
hour are a memorial to a woman used of God: “If 
I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:13-16; 7 :2-6) 

Many other requests for guidance or illumina- 
tion or help could be enumerated, but perhaps the 
most touching appeal came from the lips not of a 
king, or a queen, or a prophet, but of a humble 
woman belonging to a despised race. She was asked 
to perform a simple act of charity: to give a drink 
of water to a weary stranger. But she was a 
Samaritan, and He was a Jew. 

She was an outcast, while He belonged to the 
chosen people. When He, perceiving her need, re- 
versed His request and offered her soul the living 
water that is “a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life,” with pathetic eagerness she cried, 
“Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither 
come hither to draw.” (John 4:7-15) 

Finally, when Christ revealed to this humble, 
teachable Samaritan woman His true identity, she 
immediately believed and hurried ‘to bring others 
to the Source of living waters. Because her soul 
had been watered, many others believed also and 
received salvation. 


i 


LIFT UP YOUR HEADS 


Wisdom and an understanding heart, a do be 1 


portion of the Spirit, life for a condemned people 
living water for a parched soul—these are some 
the bountiful gifts that God is willing to bestow on 
those who “worship Him in spirit and in truth 
He provides the only answer to the world’s ills, tg 
the cataclysm that threatens an apprehensive 

or an unheeding world. 

Sputnik and Muttnik may last a few weeks or 
months or even years, and the patient skywatcher 
may catch a brief glimpse of the baffling 
made satellites. But the star of Bethlehem stil) 
shines ever more brightly for him who will 
above the things of earth and follow its leading 
the Saviour of mankind. It matters not who seeks 
its illumination, whether wise men or shepherds 
kings or peasants. 

“Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,” said the 
ancient prophet, holding the infant Jesus in his 
arms, “which Thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of Thy people Israel.” (Luke 2:30-32) 

Today, in this season of paradoxes, people re 
member briefly the Babe in the manger. But He 
who left the manger to walk the streets of Naza. 
reth and the hills of Galilee, before He ascended 
to Heaven, foretold that before He returned t 
earth again there should be “signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and 
the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken.” 

Then, acknowledging the purpose for which 
He first came to earth, He added, ‘And when these 
things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift 
up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” 
(Luke 21:25-28) 


Rome: 
Mastermind of Political Plots 


“HE CHURCH’S POSITION on the relationship be 

tween religion and politics should be rather 
well-known after all these years, but of course 
there are always those who ‘don’t get the word 
or who simply don’t understand how the Church 
can be in the world but not of it. 

“Archbishop Owen McCann of Capetown, 
South Africa, was speaking recently at a rally in 
his See and in the course of his address he summed 
up a great deal of information on the subject of the 
Church and politics in a few words: 

“‘The Catholic Church does not take part in 
politics,’ the Archbishop said. ‘The state is the 
authority constituted to direct the temporal wel- 
fare. We are the first to demand and give obedient | 
to just laws. But politics is but a part of life. We 
have to see.the whole of life. Each individual is# 
human being—a whole. Political action, therefore, 
in so far as it affects each individual human perso 
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| and his ability to serve God, is our concern—and 
in this respect the Church has the right and duty 
to speak.’” (The Ave Maria, Sept. 29, 1956) 

It is impossible to reconcile the assertion that 
“the Catholic Church does not take part in politics” 
with either history or current events, for if there 
is any activity in which the Roman Catholic 
Church has achieved great proficiency it most cer- 
tainly lies in the field of politics. 

However, one must read further to understand 
Archbishop McCann’s—and therefore the Roman 
Church’s—interpretation of such a_ statement. 
Manipulating it with a deft twist of the gist, he 
forces the negative out of the lead sentence, dan- 
gles it convincingly before his audience, and comes 
up with a muted, “Political action . . . is our [the 
church’s] concern.” 

He has convinced those whose first impres- 
sions are strongest that the Roman Church is not 
concerned with politics, while he has actually said: 
the church is concerned with the whole of life; 
politics is a part of life; therefore, the church is 
concerned with politics. It’s as simple as that. 























SLIPPERY REINS 






The art of camouflage, of verbal legerdemain 
and intellectual casuistry, is expertly employed by 
the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church. But 
the evidences of the Vatican’s political intrigue, 
maneuverings, and manipulations are so over- 
whelming as to convince any but the most bigoted 
or bovine intelligence. 

Italy, seat of the Vatican, is not the only coun- 
try with a political party blessed at birth by the 
Pope and nurtured and admonished under papal 
tutelage. In Germany, France, Hungary, and Po- 
land, among the European nations, and in Latin 
America the Roman Catholic Church has mothered 
and masterminded political parties as varied in 
appearance as any children of mixed parentage, 
but as unified in aim as conditions—and a common 
parent—will allow. 

This set of circumstances was brought rather 
vividly to light in a review of Latin American 
dictatorships provided by Time magazine some 
months ago (July 1, 1957). Frightened by the in- 
roads of Communism in the Americas, which the 
Vatican has recently attributed to dictatorships 
and poverty (Time failed to mention the usual 
bogey of Protestantism), the Roman Church has 
most certainly meddled in politics, using every 
possible strategy to regain control of slippery reins. 
Having learned the lesson, epitomized in the words 
of a high Vatican spokesman, that “any privilege 
that may be gained through a dictatorship is soon 
more than offset by hatred against the church,” 
the Roman Church has cast a wary eye on heavy- 
handed dictators. 
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BEHIND THE ARRAS IN LATIN AMERICA 








Argentina provided the “bitter object lesson” 
that threw the Vatican’s policy into reverse. Dic- 
tator Peron, at first supported by the church, later 
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incurred the wrath of Rome when he grew resent- 
ful of the church’s political meddling and attempt- 
ed to centralize power in himself alone. Today, 
according to Time, the “priests who fought Peron 
are now the dominant force in the church.” 

In Colombia, which had already seen Dictator 
Laureano Gomez deposed by Rome, church leaders 
were also responsible for the downfall of his suc- 
cessor, Rojas Pinilla, who like the others became 
too big for his job. Cardinal Luque, when the revo- 
lution was over, emerged as the ranking hero, 
flanked by “jubilant monks . . . making victory 
signs to the cheering crowds.” Since then he has 
threatened the ruling military junta with loss of 
church support if they disregard the hierarchy’s 
demands. 

In Venezuela Archbishop Arias of Caracas 
spoke out sharply against Dictator Perez Jimenez, 
condemning the monetary situation of the country. 

In Cuba the Roman Church chose to play a 
safe game. Cardinal Arteaga of Havana refused to 
take sides, Archbishop Perez Serantes of Santiago 
condemned government violence, most of the 
priests in Oriente became open sympathizers with 
Fidel Castro, leader of the rebels, and one priest 
actually lived with and ministered to them. 


Does the Roman Catholic Church mingle in 
politics? Father Riccardo Lombardi, Jesuit priest 
“close to the Vatican,” can give an affirmative an- 
swer. Head of a new organization called “For a 
Better World,” he instructs priests and bishops 
along the very lines evident in the hierarchical 
maneuverings just detailed. 


That his methods are successful is no surprise. 
“His student-priests can use the church organiza- 
tion as an ear to the ground that no secret police 
forces can match. When chances of success are 
reasonably safe, they speak out. In 93% Catholic 
Latin America,” concludes Time, in a dire warn- 
ing, “it is a plan of action that should make the 
sturdiest strongman shiver.” 


BACKSTAGE INTRIGUE IN EUROPE 


Meanwhile the Roman Church continues to 
meddle in the affairs of the nations of Europe. Last 
August, Cardinal Mindszenty, first imprisoned 
because of his alleged political activities, and now 
taking advantage of hospitality and asylum illegal- 
ly afforded him by the United States Legation in 
Budapest, has again been linked with political 
plots. According to the New York Times (August 
12, 1957), a number of men and women have been 
accused of setting up an illegal Christian front in 
an effort to organize Hungary. “In this plot, Car- 
dinal Mindszenty is pictured as a backstage contact 
and sympathizer, if not an adviser.” 

This incident, insignificant as it might have 
appeared in print, points up the root of Hungary’s 
internal difficulties: the political—not religious— 
ambitions and antipathies of two competing forces, 
in this case Communism and Catholicism. 

It must be remembered, once for all; that the 
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RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE 


Democratic hopeful, Senator John F. Kennedy, appears with a 
hopeful backer, Archbishop Cushing of Boston. As in the race 
for the Senate seat, the young politico can count on the family’s 
wealth to see him through the next campaign, this time with a 
bigger plum in view. By now it is no secret that the Roman 
Catholic Church is engaged in an all-out drive to reverse the 
Al Smith fiasco of 1928 and capture the highest office in the 
land. Kennedy is a personable—and ambitious—vote-getter, with 
just the right mixture of youth, good looks, wealth, and 
social prominence. : 


main endeavors of the Roman Catholic Church are 
political. As a religious force she would have de- 
clined long ago, under the weight of her super- 
stitious and idolatrous accretions, if for no other 


reason. But her political aims and eminence, 
achieved through long centuries of profitable ex- 
perience, have sustained her. As a religio-political 
entity, able to ¢hange masks at will, she has suc- 
ceeded and profited where nations and churches 
have waxed and waned. 


In Spain, where the church has been virtually 
unchallenged for centuries, Communism’s recent 
threat has posed serious problems. In an effort to 
meet the challenge the Franco Government last 
September authorized a widening of the political 
activities of the Falange, which, it is planned, will 
cooperate with the regime in linking the state 
more closely with the church. This move came de- 
spite the fact that “both the Falangists and the 
monarchists remain unconvinced that Catholic par- 
ticipation in the political field is desirable.” (New 
York Times, Sept. 8, 1957) 


“CLEAR-CUT SIGNAL”’ 


In West Germany the Roman Church achieved 
a notable victory when Adenauer emerged victori- 
ous after the general election held in the middle 
of September. A week before the election, taking a 
militant stand, the Roman hierarchy had pastoral 
letters read in all Catholic churches throughout 
the country telling communicants, in effect, that it 
was their duty to elect Roman Catholic candidates. 
The letters were interpreted as a “clear-cut signal” 
for Catholics to vote for Adenauer’s Christian 
Democratic party. 


¥y 


The pastoral letters employed by the present 
Pope’s declaration that eligible voters have a strict © 
obligation to vote and that they have a conscien. 
tious duty to vote for candidates that promise to 
defend and uphold “the divine law” and “Christian 
morals,” which being interpreted means the Romay 
Catholic Church. 

The Vatican has been more than pleased with 
American support of Adenauer because of its aim 
to Romanize Europe, especially Germany, birth. 
place of Protestantism. It may be argued in this 
connection that it is the right of the Roman Ca. 
tholic Church to have its own political party. This 
may be true. But if true, it proves our thesis that 
the Roman Church is a political power concerned 
with political affairs. If not true, then the church 
should leave to the conscience of the individual the 
choice of how he will vote and should confine its 
activities to spiritual affairs. This would rule out 
pastoral letters dealing with political issues. 

But since political neutrality is manifestly not 
the intention of Rome, the question of divided al. 
legiance becomes more than a merely philosophical 
issue. If Rome can rightfully tell Catholic voters 
how to vote, she can just as plausibly tell Catholic 
rulers how to rule. And this she has done, with 
results already detailed. 


BASIC ISSUE OF DUAL ALLEGIANCE 


It is this very real menace of divided loyalty 
that renders the Roman Church inimical to our 
democratic institutions. Senator Kennedy may very 
well declare that his church has never dictated to 
him in political matters. Perhaps thus far he has 
acted in accordance with the hierarchy’s wishes 
and has not needed any “guidance.” But if Catho- 
lic support and his political future were at stake, 
he might find it surprisingly easy to rationalize 
and compromise. Certainly he would not be the 
first—Catholic or non-Catholic—to yield to Roman 
Catholic pressure. 


Any Roman Catholic who thoroughly under- 
stands the dogmas of his church must recognize as 
fact the Pope’s claim to be sovereign not only of 
the papal state but of every king and ruler on 
earth. He admits of -no equal, and certainly of no 
superior, on earth. Because of his. vaunted pre 
eminence he must claim primary obedience, above 
that owed to any civil government, ruler, or law. 

This is no exaggeration. Frequently, in publi- 
cations intended for general consumption, the Ro- 
man Church is very circumspect in its analysis of 
civil and religious obligations. But occasionally the 
true spirit of the church finds its way into print in 
violent terms, if the author is sufficiently wrought 
up. Such was the case in England a century ago 
when the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill, which denied 
to the Pope or the hierarchy any secular or terri- 
torial jurisdiction in England, was written into 
law. The Tablet (July 26, 1851), organ of respec 
table Roman Catholics, breathed defiance and hos 
tility in unmistakable terms; note in particular 
how the “law of God” is interpreted: 
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“Neither in England nor in Ireland will the 


Roman Catholics obey the law, that is, the law of 


the Imperial Parliament. They have, or are likely 
to have, before them two things called laws, which 
unhappily (or happily) contradict each other. Both 
eannot be obeyed, and both cannot be disobeyed. 
One of them is the law of God; the other is no law 
at all. It pretends to be an act of Parliament; but 
in the ethics of legislation it has no more force or 
yalue than a solemn enactment that the moon is 
made of green cheese. It is not a law, but a lie, 
—a Parliamentary lie,—which its very utterers 
know to be false, and which they deliberately put 
forward as a falsehood, careless of contempt and 
ignominy, so that they can retain their hold of 
office. Of these two things, we need hardly say 
which will be obeyed and which disobeyed. The 
law of God, that is, the Pope’s command, will be, 
or rather has been and is being, carried into 
effect: the Parliamentary lie will be spit upon, and 
trampled under foot, and treated as all honest men 
treat a lie that is rigorously disobeyed.” (Quoted 
by J. A. Wylie, LL.D., in Rome and Civil Liberty, 
1866, pp. 91, 92) 

Does the Roman Catholic Church take part in 
politics? If America has not learned the answer to 
this question from her observations of history and 
current events, she may to her sorrow learn the 
truth if she elects a Roman Catholic to the high- 
est office of the land—but it may well be too late. 


On the Home Front 


We are anxious to remind our readers to notify us of the names and addresses of any former priests 
or monks of their acquaintance. We wish to contact them and extend them an invitation to attend our 


He who profits by the experience of others is wise 
indeed. May this be America’s good fortune! 





RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE 


On the Republican side of the fence stands General Alfred M. 
Gruenther (now safely billed as president of the Red Cross) 
with Notre Dame University President Hesburgh. Also a 
possible presidential nominee for 1960, General Gruenther is 
rumored to have President Eisenhower’s private support. While 
the buildup for Gruenther is less obvious, it is altogether 
probable that the Roman Church would like to maneuver the 
campaigns so as to provide the American public with two 
Roman Catholic nominees for president—thus insuring herself 
a key to the White House. 





projected Congress of Ex-Priests, to be held next year in connection with our seventy-fifth anniversary. 


The Fourth Annual Banquet of Christ’s Mission proved a tremendous success and blessing to some 
three hundred guests from all over the country. The new film, “The Hidden Power,” just released by 
Christ’s Mission, won an enthusiastic response in its premiere showing. Dr. Henry H. Savage, speaker 
of the evening, presented a challenging message, which will be featured in the January issue of the Con- 


VERTED CATHOLIC. 


Rev. Hugh Farrell, head of our Public Relations Department, achieved special recognition recently 
while on his tour of the West. Early in October Burton College and Seminary in Denver, Colorado, con- 


ferred on him an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree. After a brief stay in New York on the occasion 
of the Annual Banquet, Dr. Farrell sailed for six weeks of meetings in Ireland. His ministry has been 


richly blessed. 


Christ’s Mission has featured display booths in connection with Sunday School conventions in such 
widely distant areas as Turlock and Los Angeles, California, and Grand Rapids, Michigan. This has pro- 
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vided a unique opportunity to make hundreds of new friends and renew former acquaintances. 





Rev. Francis F. Busou 


“Return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee.” Isa. 44:22. 


Christ and Wour Aced of Redemption 


“He made us, and He bought us.” This is the story 


This message from Pastor Bush, one of the leading 
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of the ages, the story told in sixty-six inspired books, 
the story. of redeeming love. No mortal could have 
devised it, no angel could have enacted it. Only God 
who “so loved” could have given His matchless Gift, 


evangelical ministers of Southern California, presents a 
facet of the plan of redemption that cannot fail to awaken 
the deepest religious sensibilities of the individual and 
elicit a sincere response. In the words of Isaac Watts, 


and only Christ who “loved . . 
have paid the infinite price. 


HERE IS A STORY, often re- 

counted, of a boy whose 
friendship with an old sailor in- 
spired him to make a little sail- 
boat all his own. Carefully 
he worked on it, day after day, 
just as the sailor told him to, 
till finally it was ready to sail. 

Taking his dearest possession, 
made by his own hands, he went 
to the river’s edge and set it in 
the water. As it floated grace- 
fully on the surface, he knew 
it was the most beautiful boat he 
had ever seen. The hours passed 
all too quickly, and soon it was 
time to leave. Tying his boat 
securely to a nearby tree, he 
headed home. 

At the first opportunity, he 
hurried back to his boat—but 
it was gone. He hunted all over, 
up and down the riverbank, but 
it was nowhere to be found. 
Heartbroken, he had to admit to 
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. unto the end” could 


my all.” 


by REv. FRANCIS F. BUSH 


himself that his precious little 
boat was lost. 

A few days later, to his great 
surprise, he saw a boat just like 
his in the window of a toy shop. 
Examining it closely, he became 
convinced that it was none other 
than the one he had made. But 
the storekeeper could not be 
persuaded to give it back to the 
original owner. He himself had 
paid for it and felt that in all 
justice he should be paid in turn. 


So the little boy saved his 
money diligently until finally he 
was able to walk into the toy shop 
and buy back his boat. Happier 
than ever with his prize posses- 
sion, he ran home to his mother 
and said, 

“Now the boat is twice mine. 


“Love so amazing, so divine, demands my life, my soul, 


I made it and I bought it.” 


HAT LITTLE STORY, simple as 

it is, illustrates exactly the 
position of Christ with regard t0 
our redemption. He made us, and 
He bought us. Redemption means 
reclaiming something that has 
been lost, gaining back one’s own 
possession that has been in the 
hands of someone else unwilling 
to return it to its rightful owner, 
so that the owner must purchase 
it back. This is what Paul meant 
when he said, in the text we have 
chosen to consider, “But of Him 
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of 
God is made unto us wisdom, 
righteousness and sanctification, 
and redemption.” (I Cor. 1:30) 


Christ is made unto us redemp 
tion. That is to say that the per 
son who has Jesus, who becomes 
His, has redemption: that he # 
redeemed. 
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There are a number of E ARE TAUGHT this in the Now it is interesting to note 
ages of Scripture that make New Testament as well. Paul in Leviticus the provision that the 
clear to us the beautiful meaning says, “Know ye not, that to one who was to redeem a person 
of this word “redeemed.” In the whom ye yield yourselves ser- should be near of kin. We read 
pook of Leviticus, we read this vants to obey, his servants ye this instruction: “If thy brother 
instruction: “And if a sojourner are to whom ye obey...?” (Rom. be waxen poor, and hath sold 
or stranger wax rich by thee, and 6:16) By the very act of yielding away some of his possession, and 
thy brother that dwelleth by him to temptation, by committing sin, if any of his kin come to redeem 
wax poor, and sell himself unto man, under universal law, be- it, then shall he redeem that 
the stranger or sojourner by thee, comes the servant of sin and of which his brother sold.” (Lev. 
or to the stock of the stranger’s the Tempter. And the experiences 25:25) 
family: after that he is sold he of our lives testify to the literal- 
may be redeemed again; one of ness of the fact that we are bound 
his brethren may redeem him.” by chains of sin. Habits and nat- I 
(Lev. 25:47, 48) ural weaknesses are a part of us, 
Among the laws that God gave nd_we cannot break their hold 
to Israel through Moses, there Until we are redeemed from the ‘Testament Hebrew word here is 
was a provision that if an Control of our owner. “goel”’—goel shall redeem him. 


Israelite were to sell himself to We are well aware these days That goel could be a cousin, or 
another Israelite, he could not be of the terrible power that alcohol- an uncle, or a brother; he should 
a slave in a permanent sense. jgsm, for example, has over the be the person who was closest 
No Jew could own another Jew wil] of a man. What a terrible to him of kin. The nearest of kin, 
as a slave permanently. He would ordeal a man goes through who the goel, according to Old Testa- 
become a servant and remain a realizes that he cannot break him- ment law, had the responsibility 
servant until the year of Jubilee, self of the hold of that great of avenging his family of any 
when his freedom would be disease. Yet, my friends, the grip imposition to which they might 
automatic. that alcohol has on the will of a be subjected. And further, the 
But if a Jew were to become man is no greater than the grip goel had the right to redeem any 
the slave willingly of a stranger that sin has on the will of possession that the family lost. 
or a sojourner, a Gentile among a man. All of us are as verily By the same token, Christ gave 
the Israelites, he would be a slave sick with the sickness of sin up His place in Heaven to become 
for the rest of his life, with this and bound with the bondage a member of the human family 
provision: one of his brethren or of sin as the alcoholic, because that He might fulfill this feature 
someone in the family could re- we are the children of Adam. of the law, to be the nearest of 
deem him. This kinsman would This emphasizes the need of re- kin, to redeem us. This instruc- 
have the right, on his demand, to demption in Christ. The power tion in the Old Testament was 
pay the price of this slave and to redeem us represents the undoubtedly given in order to 
give him his freedom again. The power Christ has to set us_ illustrate for us the place that 
owner of a Jewish slave would free entirely from all the power Christ occupies in the salvation of. 
not be permitted to refuse to sell of the one who holds us in bond- the human race. 
that slave if one of his brethren age. The prophet Jeremiah says, 
were to offer the purchase price. “Their Redeemer is strong; the 
He had the privilege, the right, Lord of hosts is His name. He angels are a more mighty, more 
to be redeemed. shall thoroughly plead their powerful order of beings than are 
Similarly, the Bible tells us cause.” (Jer. 50:34) men. (Ps. 8:4, 5) God is an in- 


that we have been sold out to sin. This pictures for us the control finitely higher Being, having 
Redemption then is necessary be- 4¢ one who argues that he will not Created all. At the highest level, 
cause we have been sold. Isaiah release us, that we are his by then, we have God; at a lower 
the prophet says: “Shake thyself perfect right, since he conquered evel, we have angels; at a still 


_ oe — eo = a us. And since we have willingly ower level, we have man. 
an ms Senda ae in net © yielded ourselves to his control, | Man became the captive of an 


. ‘ he will not willingly give us up. angel, though fallen. It is im- 
 oedlbape cae By oe ve Before the court of the universe, possible for man by his own 
ae a ’o we, a: oe there is a technical barrier to be power to free himself from the 
tT x or a noug a sith y ; overcome, a requirement to control of this mighty, superior 
ee ve =e a a Without be satisfied, in our salvation. God being. How can man redeem him- 

ney.” (Isa. :2, 3) does things legally and thorough- self from the power of one who 
This is the basic doctrine of the ly. Our Redeemer, He promises, is by nature greater than he? But 
gospel of Jesus Christ, that man will ‘‘thoroughly plead their Jesus is greater than Lucifer. He 
has sold -himself. He has become cause.” There will be nothing who had part in the creation of 
the property of another, and he left undone to free us completely the angels as well as the creation 
Must be redeemed. It is necessary from all the claims that the of man is far greater and more 
for the property of God to be enemy may have on us if we put powerful than the angel who 
purchased back. our trust in Jesus. holds us in captivity. 

















F A MAN HAD sold something, 
or if he himself were sold, he 
could be redeemed, but only by 
someone near of kin. The Old 
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We know that man was made 
a little lower than the angels. The 
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And what did the Son of God 
do? He stepped down, not to the 
level of angels, which He might 
have done, but to the level of 
man. He is of greater power than 
the one who holds man in captivi- 
ty, but He stepped down even 
lower, to make Himself the goel 
or the nearest of kin, and became 
one of us. Had the Son of God 
maintained His superior place 
above the angels, and from that 
vantage point demanded the 
opportunity of redeeming His 
lost children, Satan might have 
had an argument. But how could 
he complain if the Son of God 
became lower than the angels, 
became one of the human family, 
and from that position, as one 
of us, our nearest of kin, exercis- 
ed His right to redeem? 


HRIST NEVER SINNED. Never 

did He come under the power 
of the enemy. Though He became 
one of us, yet He was free from 
all the obligations that sin had 
fastened upon the human race, 
bringing us into captivity to Sat- 
an. Because He was free, yet one 
of us, as the nearest of kin, His 
claim could not be disputed. The 
enemy must release those whom 
Christ demands as His, since the 
Son of Man has paid the redemp- 
tion price. My friends, what a 
wonderful provision that is! 

Now it is interesting to notice 
that when you read in the beauti- 
ful passages of the Old Testa- 
ment the word “Redeemer,” the 
same basic word Goel is used. 
Job said, “I know that my re- 
deemer liveth.” (Job 19:25) The 
word was Goel. It is as though 
Job were saying, “I know that 
my nearest of kin liveth.” When 
the Psalmist David said, “O Lord, 
my strength, and my redeemer,” 
(Ps. 19:14) the word was Goel. 
And in the following passage 
from the book of Isaiah, where 
the prophet so_ beautifully 
presents the Redeemer before us, 
the same word is used: 


“Shall the prey be taken from 
the mighty, or the lawful cap- 
tive delivered? But thus saith 
the Lord, Even the captives of the 
mighty shall be taken away, and 
the prey of the terrible shall be 
delivered: for I will contend with 
him that contendeth with thee, 
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and I will save thy children. And 


-I will feed them that oppress 


thee with their own flesh; and 
they shall be drunken with their 
own blood, as with sweet wine: 
and all flesh shall know that I the 
Lord am thy Saviour and thy Re- 
deemer, the mighty One of 
Jacob.” (Isa. 49:24-26) 


N MANY TEXTS of Scripture, 
redemption is spoken of as an 
accomplished fact, a thing that 


has taken place in the past. For 


example, in Isaiah again, chapter 
43, God. speaks to His redeemed 
people in these reassuring words: 

“But now thus saith the Lord 
that created thee, O Jacob, and 
He that formed thee, O Israel, 
Fear not: for I have redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy 
name; thou art mine. When thou 
passest through the waters, I will 
be with thee; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee: when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 
neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee. For I am the Lord 
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, 
thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for 
thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba 
for thee.” (Isa. 43:1-3) 

“Right now, you’re mine,” God 
says. “I have redeemed you; you 
belong to me.” And He adds, 
“IT am not going to betray those 
who are mine. I will be with you, 
I will uphold you. You can always 
count upon my strength to be 
yours, because you are mine.” 

And God would have His people 
say to the world, “I am His be- 
cause He has redeemed me.” In 
one place the Psalmist says, “Let 
the redeemed of the Lord say so.” 
(Psalm 107:2). God would have 
us shout to the world our confi- 
dence in the beautiful fact that 
we have been redeemed and that 
we belong to the Lord. The same 
truth is emphasized by Jeremiah: 
“For the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, and ransomed him from 
the hand of him that was strong- 
er than he.” (Jer. 31:11) 

In another chapter of Isaiah, 
God uses an interesting illustra- 
tion to emphasize the fact that 
we are His, and that we should 
not for a moment doubt that we 
are His nor believe that He has 
abandoned us: 


“Thus saith the Lord, Where ig § 
the bill of your mother’s divorce. 
ment, whom I have put away? or 
which of my creditors is it te 
whom I have sold you? Behold 
for your iniquities have ye sold 
yourselves, and for your trang 
gressions is your mother put 
away. Wherefore, when I came, 
was there no man? when I called, 
was there none to answer? Is 
hand shortened at all, that it 
cannot redeem?” (Isa. 50:1-3) 

Now the Lord says, “If you 
think that I’ve given you up, 
where is the bill of divorcement? 
Show Me the proof that I’ve 
divorced you. If there’s any 
separation between Me and you, 
it is because you have chosen to 
to leave Me. Show Me the bill of 
sale that says that I have sold 
you to any of My creditors. That 
which is Mine I hold fast. I wil] 
not let it go.” 

Paul also speaks of redemption 
as an accomplished fact. He says 
in Galations 3:13, “Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for 
us.” All these texts speak of re 
demption as a fact, an arrange 
ment that has been concluded be 
tween our God and our enemy. 


HEY TELL THE STORY of an 

evangelist who was riding on 
the train, humming that familiar 
old song: 


“Redeemed! How I love to pro- 
claim it! 

Redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb; 

Redeemed through His infinite 
mercy, 

His child, and forever, I am.” 


And as he came to the chorus, he 
softly sang the words: 


“Redeemed, redeemed, redeem 
ed by the blood of the Lamb; 

Redeemed, redeemed, His child, 
and forever, I am.” 


Noticing a man sitting across 
the aisle he asked him one of 
those questions that evangelicals 
so often ask, “Sir, have you beet 
redeemed ?” 

“Yes, I have,” 
responded. 

“When were you redeemed” 
he asked, expecting a testimony 
as to the time and place that . 
became a Christian. 


the man 
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But the man replied, “I was 
redeemed 1900 years ago, but I 
just found out about it a few 
weeks ago.” 

God would have us believe that 
our redemption is an accomplish- 
ed fact. 

There are, however, some texts 
inthe. New Testament that refer 
to some phases of redemption as 
still future. Let’s not forget that. 
The apostle Paul, referring to the 
Holy Spirit, speaks of “the earn- 
est of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased pos- 
session, unto the praise of His 
glory.” (Eph. 1:14) Again he 
says, “Grieve not the holy Spirit 
of God, whereby ye are sealed 
unto the day of redemption. 
(Eph. 4:30) é‘ 

There is a day coming when 
all that the Saviour purchased on 
Calvary will be fully restored, 
and then will come to the “Tower 
of the flock” all that was lost, 
“even the first dominion.” (Micah 
4:8) All that the Saviour lost 
through man’s sin will be re- 
stored. 


Redemption is also spoken of 
as a progressive, daily experience. 
In Colossians 1:14, redemption 
is associated with the forgiveness 
of sins. Complete redemption, 
therefore, includes the forgive- 
ness of our sins, which we must 
experience, by our own choice, in 
the confession of sin. The Psalm- 
ist tells us that the Redeemer 
will redeem His people from all 
their iniquities, (Ps. 130:8); 
redemption, then, includes com- 
plete deliverance from the power 
of the enemy in our daily lives, 
the power of sin. “The redeemer 
shall come to Zion, and unto them 
that turn from transgression in 
Jacob, saith the Lord.” (Isa. 
59:20) So redemption is an ex- 
perience that grows and enlarges 
and becomes more deep and 
beautiful as we turn from sin 
and from transgression. 


The apostle tells us, in the book 
of Titus, that Christ, in the re- 
demption of His people, looks for- 
ward to the completion of a 
mighty work of grace, that trans- 
forms them so that they are dif- 
ferent from those in the world. 
“Who gave Himself for us, that 
He might redeem us from all 
miquity, and purify unto Him- 
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self a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works.” (Titus 2:14) So 
the redemption of Christ is for 
the purpose of purifying unto 
Himself a people zealous of good 
works. 

And so, my friends, Christ is 
made unto us redemption. Christ 
is all of this to us. If we step 
through the door and accept 
Jesus as the way to salvation, He 
becomes all of these things that 
He has offered to the Christian. 


N THE DAYS OF SLAVERY in the 

old South, there were a brother 
and a sister, both slaves of the 
one master. Sometimes the 
neighboring plantation owners 
desired to hire this female slave 
to do extra work on their planta- 
tions. This the master permitted 
her to do on her own free time. 
When she did so, they paid for 
her services. 

Her master was kind enough 
to take from her pay only her 
own expenses, room and board. 
If she earned any more than that, 
he gave it all to her, so that 
eventually she was able to save 
enough money to pay the price 
of her own redemption. When she 
had paid her price, the kindly 
master set her free. Then she 
began to save up all the money 
she could, in order to buy her 
brother. 

Years passed by, and their 
master passed away. All of his 
goods, including his slaves, were 
to be sold at auction. 

One after another of his pos- 
sessions were put on the auction 
block: his horses, cattle, house- 
hold furnishings, and this stal- 
wart young Negro. Men began 
to bid for his body as they would 
bid for any other possession. The 
price went up, higher and higher, 
and just as the auctioneer was 
about to bring down his gavel, a 
woman’s voice cried out, raising 
the bid. This bid was so much 
higher than all the others that no 
one else would compete with it, 
and so the boy was sold to his 
sister. 

Can you imagine the emotions 
of that young man as he saw his 
sister offering the price of his 
redemption? Can you imagine 
what he said to her, as he rushed 
into her arms when the sale was 


over? Can you imagine the thrill 
in her soul as she realized that 
she had bought her brother’s 
freedom? Can you imagine the 
excitement, the joy of those two 
as they were united, brother and 
sister, not as slaves but as free- 
men? 

And how the heart of God must 
thrill because He has bought back 
that which is His! How we should 
respond with a thrill, too, because 
the Son of God is our nearest of 
kin and has paid the price of our 
redemption. 


N CLOSING, I want to read this 

appeal to you, from the gospel 
prophet. God says: “I have blot- 
ted out, as a thick cloud, thy 
transgressions, and, as a cloud, 
thy sins; return unto Me; for I 
have redeemed thee.” (Isa. 
44 :22) 

Can you imagine the young 
slave saying to his sister, “No, 
I will not come”? Or can you 
imagine him, after she had paid 
the price, turning away and leav- 
ing her, to go off to another 
slavery? That is unthinkable. 

But God pathetically stands be- 
fore His people, for whom He 
paid the awful price of redemp- 
tion, and pleads with them. He 
says, “I have blotted out your 
transgressions, I have removed 
your sins, I have redeemed you; 
I have paid the price. Come unto 
Me.” 

That is not the way it ought 
to be, but there is one thing God 
cannot do for us. He cannot make 
up our mind. He appeals to us. 
He pleads with us. He makes an 
offer to us, but we must decide. 
You must make your decision. 
You may say right now, “I ac- 
cept His redemption, and there- 
fore now I am His.” Will you go 
from this service with the con- 
viction and confidence in your 
heart that you are a child of 
Jesus, that you have accepted the 
redemption He offers to you? Do 
you believe it is yours? 

But whether you believe it or 
not, the truth is, Christ has paid 
the price of your redemption. The 
rest is up_to your decision. Hear 
His irresistible. call: “Return 
unto Me: for I have redeemed 
thee.” 





CANDLE OF 
THE MONTH 


In the Roman Catholic 
calendar December 8 is a 
holyday of obligation devot- 
ed to the “Immaculate Con- 
ception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Patroness of 
the U.S.” 


The 
Immaculate 


Conception 


By EDWARD JEWITT ROBINSON 


On December 8, in his bull Ineffabilis Deus, Pope Pius IX solemnly 
declared the Immaculate Conception to be a dogma of faith: “By 
the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles 
Peter and Paul, and by Our own authority, We declare, pronounce, and 
define, that the doctrine which holds that the most blessed Virgin Mary, 
in the first instant of her Conception was, by a singular grace and 
privilege of Almighty God, and in consideration of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour of the human race, preserved free from all stain 
of original sin, is a doctrine revealed by God, and therefore most firm- 
ly and constantly to be believed by all the Faithful. Wherefore, if any, 
which God avert, shall presume to think in their hearts differently from 
what has been defined by Us, let them know and be sure that they are 
condemned by their own judgment, that they have made shipwreck 
of the Faith, and have fallen from the unity of the Church; and, more- 
over that they are liable ipso facto to all the lawful penalties, if they 
shall dare to express what they thus feel in their hearts, either by word, 


writing, or any external sign.” 





“And the angel came in unt 
her, and said, Hail, thou that ar 
highly favoured, the Lord is : 
thee: 
women.”—Luke 1:28. 


‘“"T'HE VIRGIN’S NAME 


Mary.” Determined to find in 
it a title of glory, some make if 


signify “The Exalted”; some 
“She who enlightens”; and 
others, “The Star of the Ocean,” 
and “The Lady of the Sea” 
Formed of two words, meaning 
the sea and bitterness, it yields 
the music of sorrow. (See Ex 
15:23 and Ruth 1:20) She 
well called Mary, in view of the 
bitterness from which her Son 
redeems mankind; and her per. 
sonal history was in some 
respects a sea of bitterness . .. 
Works of art and Roman Cath 
olic books represent her sorrows 
as seven: Simeon’s prophecy, the 
flight to Egypt, the loss of the 
Child, the betrayal of Jesus, Hit 
crucifixion, His deposition from 
the cross, and His disappearance 
at Olivet. 

It may be asked why her 
career included so much bitter 
ness. In the face of Holy Scrip 
ture, as will be shown, Roman 
Catholics almost dare to say that, 
like Jesus Christ’s, her situation 
was vicarious, and her work 
atoning. If any but the Son of 
God could suffer for the world’s 
redemption, what necessity was 
there for His advent and sacri 
fice? Among the children of 
fallen Adam, Mary needed justi- 
fication and regeneration through 
His blood; and, with all whom 
God has spared to responsible 
years, she required the furnace 
of temptation. The poison was it 
her soul of ~- 


“The fruit 

Of that forbidden tree, whose 

mortal taste 

Brought death into the world, 
and all our woe.” 


She was “born in sin,” and there 
fore, not vicariously, “born # 
trouble.” Centuries passed beforé 
theologians taught, with @™ 
foundation but pious fancy, first 
that she was purified from sil 
at the Annunciation, and thet 
that she was originally 
maculate. 
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: Her lot was not wholly bitter. 
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Its very bitterness produced high 
happiness . . . If wanting in some 
manuscripts, yet the words at- 
tributed to Gabriel, “Blessed art 
thou among women,” are true 
words, parallel with others in 
the Gospel narratives. They were 
afterwards spoken to Mary in 
Elisabeth’s inspired address; and 
in subsequent passages she is 
called “blessed.” 

The meaning is not that she 
is blessed in the sense in which 
we say, “Blessed be God,” that 
is, praised and worshipped. Nor 
is the sentence so much a bene- 
diction as a felicitation. The feel- 
ing that invokes God’s blessing 
may not be absent from it; but 
it is rather an exclamation of 
encouragement and congratula- 
tion—Happiest of women thou! 
blessed above all others! 

Her blessedness was not in her- 
self. Who was she, that she should 
be happy above all women? Not 
her merit, but God’s grace made 
her blessed. Of David’s royal line, 
yet she was a poor and obscure 
maiden. “The angel said unto her, 
Fear not, Mary; for thou hast 
found favour with God.” Not, 
thou hast earned, but, thou hast 
found His favour. Thou hast not 
by thy own virtues brought it to 
thee: it comes to thee, notwith- 
standing thy meanness and un- 
worthiness. It is His pure grace 
that makes thee blessed. “Hail, 
thou that art highly favoured, 
the Lord is with thee: blessed 
art thou among women.” 


N TWO SENSES she was blessed. 

First, as a mother. The becom- 
ing a mother, especially of a son, 
was great happiness to a Hebrew 
woman. Her happiness as a 
mother realized the ambition of 
the most noble women in Israel, 
and in this respect was the great- 
er, because totally unexpected. If 
ever true of any, the words were 
true in her case, “She remember- 
eth no more the anguish, for joy 
that a man is born into the 
world” ; for she had learned from 
Gabriel that her child would be 
the Man of men. 

As she should watch Him with 
& mother’s heart, all the growth 
and progress before her eyes of 
the Promised of God and the 
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Expected of Israel would bring 
her increasing blessedness. The 
greatness of her forefathers 
Abraham and David had not been 
their wisdom, wealth, and power, 
but the fact that they were chief 
ancestors of Christ. Such was 
Mary’s blessedness. She was the 
Messiah’s mother. The Divine 
Child was her own. She held in 
her arms Heaven’s grandest gift 
to men. 

“Hail, thou that art highly- 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women.” 
“Thou hast found favour with 
God.” So regarded by the angel, 
by her cousin, and by herself 
before the Child was born, is it 
surprising that the day came 
when she was envied? On one 
occasion, while her Son was en- 
gaged in His public ministry, a 
woman cried to Him— 


“Blessed is the womb that bare 
Thee, blessed 

The bosom where Thy lips 
were pressed.” 


The second sense in which 
Mary was blessed was that she 
was a true believer. But for this, 
the honor of being the Lord’s 
mother would have availed her 
nothing. In her maternal blessed- 
ness she ministered as a ready 
instrument to the world’s salva- 
tion: in the blessedness of faith, 
as a principal agent, she found 
her own. She was the object of 
God’s favor in both the lines of 
happiness, and in both there was 
the concurrence of her own mind 
and will: but in the former 
Divine election was paramount; 
in the latter, human choice, in- 
spired and aided by the grace of 
God, was indispensable. “Blessed 
is she that believed.” 

Her previous faith in Jehovah 
had contributed to prepare her 
for the honor of being the mother 
of His Anointed. “And Mary 
said,” in the language of meek 
and prompt obedience, “Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
unto me according to thy word.” 
O holy angel! I accept, though 
I cannot comprehend, thy mes- 
sage, because I know thou bring- 
est it from the mouth of Jehovah. 
Thou reasonest truly, “with God 
nothing shall be impossible.”” How 
it is to be I cannot tell; but I 





believe it will be, for the Lord 
hath said, and He will do it. It 
is sufficient that He knows how, 
and sends me the assurance. I 
must expect the fact. 


“FULL OF GRACE” 


From the account of the An- 
nunciation has ‘been “developed” 
a crop of those perversions of 
Scripture and history against 
which, in the names of honesty 
and piety, of the Virgin herself, 
of the Bible, and of God we . 
solemnly protest. 

Two expressions in the narra- 
tive are tortured to support the 
dogma that Mary was exempt 
from original sin. The first is 
the word translated “highly 
favoured,” or, in the margin, 
“graciously accepted” or “much 
graced.” It is pretended that this 
is an improper translation: the 
translation Roman Catholics pre- 
fer is, “full of grace.” They and 
we do not translate from the 
same page. The Protestant trans- 
lation is from the original: the 
Roman is a translation of a trans- 
lation. 


That ours is correct appears 
from the repetition by Gabriel, 
“Thou hast found favour with 
God.” It is evident, also, from a 
passage in the writings of St. 
Paul—“He hath made us accepted 
in the Beloved”; not, He hath 
caused us to be immaculately con- 
ceived, but, He hath accepted us 
with grace or favour. (Eph. 1:6) 
Our Lord Jesus is “full of grace” 
(John 1:14); but it is in other 
words, not in the words “full of 
grace,” that the Scriptures testify 
that He was without any kind of 
sin; for those words are used 
also of Stephen. (Acts 6:8: read- 
ing preferred by many.) Was 
Stephen of sinless origin and 
heart? 

If, therefore, the words “full 
of grace” were in the saying of 
Gabriel, they would not prove 
that Mary was a sinless creature. 
But the words so signifying are 
not in the original text: in the 
original text there is one word, 
and the translation of it in the 
Authorized Version is careful and 
correct. “Full of grace” may not 
be a bad interpretation, but it is 
a free rendering, and the infer- 
ence Roman Catholics draw from 
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it is illogical, inconsistent, violent, 
and untrue. 


HE FOLLOWING will suffice as 

specimens of their presumptu- 
ous and ridiculous treatment of 
the angel’s word: 

“How does her immaculate 
conception throw light into the 
words of Scripture concerning 
Mary! When the archangel came 
to her on that embassy from God, 
he did not greet her by any hu- 
man title, but he described her 
privilege—‘Hail, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee.’ That is, 
as an ancient father writes, ‘Hail, 
formed in grace.’ Hail, in whom 
God always dwells. Hail, whose 
grace is co-extensive with thy 
nature. And thus from the begin- 
ning the truth was sown both in 
the minds of the fathers and in 
the hearts of the faithful.’” 


“The angel, in saluting Mary 
as full of grace, intended to give 
us to understand that the sen- 
tence of primeval wrath was, in 
regard to her, absolutely an- 
nulled.’”” 

“She is the sum of created per- 
fection, and is in nothing defec- 
tive. Because of this perfection, 
therefore, we say, ‘Hail, full of 
grace,’ by which words her su- 
preme perfection is designated. 
For supreme perfection consists 
in two things, in the removal of 
all evil, and in the fulness of all 
good. For the presence of all good 
could not make any one blessed 
without the absence of all evil. 
For the absence of all evil is 
signified by the word ‘Hail,’ and 
the presence of all good by the 
words ‘full of grace.’ For a ves- 
sel is then full when no vacancy 
is left, and where, if any more 
were added, it could not be re- 
ceived. We say, therefore, ‘Hail, 
full of grace.’ ’”” 

The other words perverted in- 
to a statement that Mary was 
without stain of original sin are 
these—“Blessed art thou among 
women.” “That is, farther re- 
moved from the curse art thou 
than all women.” If the sentence 
has this meaning, it cannot be 
true; for others are also said to 
be blessed among women .. : Was 
Jael, who hammered the nail into 
Sisera’s temples, free from 
original sin? Deborah sang, 
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“Blessed above women shall Jael 
be.” (Judges 5:24) The words ad- 
dressed to Mary were, “Blessed 
art thou among,” not at an in- 
finite distance from, “women.” 


NOTHER PERVERSION of this 
record places Mary on an 
equality with Jesus Christ, nay, 
above the Most High. We tremble 
to transcribe the blasphemies of 
her worshippers against the 
sovereignty and grace of God. 
“Upon her will, at that 
moment, the coming of our salva- 
tion depended.” 


“If Mary had not consented 
to become the mother of the Re- 
deemer, we might not as yet have 
been redeemed.’” 


“The annunciation of Gabriel 
to Mary was to be the mystery 
of the free cooperation of Mary 
in the work of redemption. Mary, 
by saying fiat for the conception 
of the God-man, said also fiat 
for the redemption and salvation 
of all mankind. She united her 
will, her future sufferings, her 
merits, to the will, the sufferings, 
and the merits of Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, while the angel is 
talking to Mary, the Holy Trinity 
and all paradise are looking on 
her and awaiting her answer. 
God, Who freely pronounced the 
fiat by which He created all 
things, does not pronounce the 
fiat for the redemption of fallen 
man without Mary’s express con- 
sent. If the fiat of God effected 
the creation of the universe, 
Mary’s fiat was required to bring 
about its redemption.” 

“Our Blessed Lady, by uniting 
her spontaneous sacrifice for our 
sake to the equally spontaneous 
sacrifice of the Son of God, co- 
operated and contributed with 
our Blessed Saviour to _ the 
spiritual restoration of man- 
kind. Through her virtues 
and love for us she has been 
actually an active and influential 
element in the restoration of our 
fallen nature, and of our right 
to everlasting happiness,” “an ac- 
tive meritorious element towards 
the spiritual perfection of man.” 
Our redemption might as well be 
attributed to Ruth, or any other 
ancestor of Jesus whose dutiful 
choice was instrumental to the 
purpose of the Almighty in the 
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incarnation of the Lord 
Righteousness. 


THE ANGEL'S SALUTATIC N 


Of the many forms of praye 
and praise addressed to Ma ¥. 
the nearest to the semblance of 
scriptural authority is the Aw 
Maria, so called, like the Pate 
Noster, from its opening wor 
The language of the angel } 
been daringly tranferred to f 
lips of sinners, and, with a 
ditional words, made a rival 
the Lord’s Prayer. The Lo 
Prayer was given by Jesus C 
for use as a prayer: there is 
a hint that Gabriel’s words w 
to be so used. 

There is more than a hint 
he did not use them, and that they 
were not intended to be used, a 
a prayer. They are expr 
called, not a prayer, but a “sali 
tation.” They are a message of 
information, and a congratula 
tion. The angel did not pray t 
the Virgin any more than she 
prayed to him, but greeted he 
in the name of the Almighty, 
Whose gracious word he had 
come to deliver. She can hardly 
be said even to have been praised 
by the celestial messenger. 

Roman Catholics declare the 
opposite, and make Gabriel, after 
having been allowed to stand for 
many centuries, fall down and 
worship the Virgin. “How truly 
wonderful this eulogium which#s 
pronounced by the tongue of am 
angel,” as “he bows his head and 
bends his knee!” “These words 
contain in themselves the loftiest 
panegyric!’* They are “words @ 
praise,” a “magnificent eulogy.” 

What right has the Church ® 
assume and repeat as its own 
Gabriel’s salutation? Where # 
the propriety of a heavenly 
Message being pronounced ovée 
and over again by ragged uF 
chins, robed priests, and countless 
other sinners upon earth, not one 
of whom was ever sent with it 
or could deliver it, and centuries 
after its reception and a& 
complishment? It is worse thal 
news out of date, or a prophed} 
after the fact. 

But the assertion above quoted 
is not true. The Angelica] Salute 
tion was not used as a form @ 
worship in the early Church; 
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the “Hail Mary” of the Roman 


Catholics is not the Angelical 
Salutation. It is a degradation, 

ersion, and extension of 
words spoken by Gabriel. Some 
of his words are in it, but only 
as an introduction to words 
which he did not utter. How 
far his address is a basis for 
it comparison will show. 


IS BADGE of Roman Catholics 

was too late an invention to 
allow of any tampering with 
sacred manuscripts with a view 
to getting it recognized as Scrip- 
ture. “Hail, Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee; blessed are 
thou among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray 
for us sinners, now, and in the 
hour of our death. Amen.” A Ro- 
man catechism, correcting the 
Roman divine, says: “Part are 
the words of the Archangel 
Gabriel, part of St. Elisabeth, and 
part of the Church.” 

Not yet may the medley be 
regarded as finished; and there 
is no knowing how large it may 
grow. “Some Catholics have com- 
menced the pious practice of add- 
ing an invocation to the ‘Hail 
Mary,—S. Maria, sine labe con- 
cepta, ora pro nobis; or the well- 
known aspiration, ‘O Mary, con- 
ceived without sin, pray for us, 
who have recourse to thee.’ ’” 

The Ave Maria, as a prayer, 
is said to be necessary to salva- 
tion. 

“Few Christians, however en- 
lightened, know the real price, 
merit, excellence, and necessity 
of the Hail Mary. Salvation hav- 
ing begun with the Hail Mary, 
the salvation of each one of us 
in particular is attached to that 
prayer. It is that prayer well 
said which makes the Word of 
God germinate in our souls, and 
bring forth Jesus Christ, the 
Fruit of life. A soul which is not 
watered by that prayer bears no 
fruit, and brings forth only 
thorns and brambles, and is 
ready to be cursed. 

“It is a probable and proxi- 
mate sign of eternal damnation 
to have an aversion, a lukewarm- 
hess, or a negligence in saying the 
Angelical Salutation, which has 
repaired the whole world. The 
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Hail Mary well said—that is, 
with attention, devotion, and 
modesty—is, according to the 
Saints, the enemy of the devil, 
which puts him to flight, and the 
hammer which crushes him. It 
is the sanctification of the soul, 
the joy of angels, the melody of 
the predestinate, the canticle of 
the New Testament, the pleasure 
of Mary, and the glory of the 
Most Holy Trinity. 

“The Hail Mary is a heavenly 
dew which fertilizes the soul. It 
is the chaste and loving kiss 
which we give to Mary. It is a 
vermilion rose which we present 
to her, a precious pearl we offer 
her, a chalice of divine ambrosial 
nectar which we hold to her.” 
She is even regarded, in the use 
of her own words, as received 
into the soul, and as making in- 
tercession within and for her 
worshipper. “As you have given 
her all your merits, graces, and 
satisfactions to dispose of at her 
will, she will communicate to you 
her virtues, and will clothe you 
in her merits, so that you will be 
able to say to God with confi- 
dence, ‘Behold Mary, Thy hand- 
maid; be it done unto me accord- 
ing to Thy word,’—Ecce ancilla 
Domini, fiat mihi secundum ver- 
bum tuum.’”” 

What mingled nonsense, fa- 
naticism, untruth, and blasphemy 
is all this! 


THE HOPE OF GLORY 


It would be a poor following 
of Mary’s example to turn Roman 
Catholic. Her steps lead in a con- 
trary direction. She was a good 
woman, chosen of God, and has 
passed from the bitterness of 
earth to the blessedness of 
heaven; and there is no word 
obligatory on us to say to her, 
and no apostrophe of ours certain 
to reach her ear, till we overtake 
her and all the multitude of saints 
who have gone before us. We 
may only, so far as_ possible, 
acquire her spirit, and imitate 
her behavior. 

Like hers, our experience, in 
its measure and degree, is 
mingled bitterness and blessed- 
ness. In faith resembling Mary’s 
there is a power by which, as 
she did, we may cross the bitter 

(Continued on page 20) 


IS DEATH 
THE ANSWER? 


“Please forgive me,” begins a let- 
ter from a young girl in Greece, “for 
writing this letter. It is my long ill- 
ness and desperate condition that 
force me to do it. I have been sick 
since 1953 and God only knows 
when or whether I shall get out of 
here. I lost my parents when I was 
still a little girl. They died of hunger 
during the Second World War. After 
the war, I went to work as a maid 
servant, but my mistress was very 
cruel to me. Because I was too young 
and weak to do all she expected from 
me, she beat me hard and treated me 
badly, until one day I came down 
with a high fever. After a few days 
she took me to a doctor and was told 
that I had tuberculosis. When we 
came home she locked me in a room 
until she could prepare papers for my 
admission to a sanitarium. Since then 
she has never come to see me, never 
sent me a letter. 


“I feel, so very sad and lonely. I 
feel as if the whole world has for- 
saken me. Many times I sink into 
despair and feel that death would be 
the best solution for me—but is. that 
right? My dear Christian friends, if 
there is anything you can do for a 
lonely, sick and broken-hearted girl, 
please answer me soon. 


Yours respectfully, 
CoRINA KANTARCLI” 


Is that right, that death would be 
the best solution for Corina? Surely 
we as Christians cannot give her that 
answer. Out of love of Christ and 
love of our neighbor, we ought to 
open our hearts and hands to this 
poor girl and let her know that in 
the mercy of God she is not forsaken. 
She needs medicine, nourishing food, 
warm clothing, and a Bible to bring 
her to the One who is the Friend of 
the weak and helpless. Whatever you 
do for Corina and others like her, 
you will be doing as unto Him. You 
may help her through the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, Dept. 
C, P.O. Box 423, New York 36, 
N. Y. (In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ont.) 


The only religious color 
sound film on Greece 
(16 mm, 30 min.) 


“MAN OF 
MACEDONIA” 


Available on free-will offering basis. 





EYES OF THE WORLD 


Pope Appoints Spellman 
Military Vicar in U.S. 


The United States now has a 
foreign-controlled military vicar 
governing, in the Pope’s name, 
all Roman Catholic military chap- 
lains in the Armed Forces. The 
appointment by Pope Pius XII 
of Cardinal Spellman of New 
York to this post marks a new 
step in this country, since the 
office of Military Vicariate has 
never before been officially con- 
stituted in the U. S. 

In performing his new duties 
Cardinal Spellman will be assist- 
ed by some auxiliary bishops, 
called delegate or major chap- 
lains, and by military or minor 
chaplains. 


Where Your Money Goes 


A recent ruling by the U. S. 
Department of Defense has open- 
ed the way for the United States 
armed forces overseas to donate 
surplus property to “any non- 
government, charitable and non- 
profit organization . . . of the 
United States .. . which operates 
health or educational activities 
in a foreign country.” 

Father Frederic A. McGuire, 
C.M., executive secretary of the 
Mission Secretariat, told a 
gathering of six hundred (Roman 
Catholic) missionaries attending 
the eighth annual meeting of 
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Mission-Sending Societies in 
Washington that the plan would 
be of great benefit to overseas 
hospitals and other institutions. 

Just why there should be sur- 
plus property overseas in time 
of peace was not explained. It 
has been twelve years since the 
United States was at war and 
four years since she was involved 
in a “police action.” 


Who Are the Abstainers? 


The Yale School of Alcoholic 
Studies has released some up-to- 
date figures on drinking habits 
among the major religious 
groups. Their data indicates that 
about 41 percent of Protestants 
abstain from drinking alcoholic 
beverages, as compared with 21 
percent among Catholics and 13 
percent among Jews. 


Prayer Balloons in Brazil 


Last September, which is the 
month in the Roman calendar 
containing the feast days of St. 
Peter and St. John, Roman Cath- 
olics in Brazil made a special 
effort to wing their prayers to 
heaven. Using brightly colored 
paper balloons of all shapes and 
sizes, they sent their prayers high 
in the sky in a spectacular dis- 
play. The need for the gospel is 
no less apparent here than in the 
land of prayer wheels. 


Mary Keeps an Eye on 
Ol Man River 


The twenty-five-foot fiberg 
statue of the Virgin Mary, w 
has been a-building for some time 
now, was finally erected on 
selected rock causeway extend 
five hundred feet into the Missig 
sippi River. The statue, called 
Our Lady of the Rivers, was built 
by the old French river com 
munity of Portage des Sioux, Mo, 
after the town escaped being 
flooded in 1951. 

The townsfolk had to obtain 
special clearance from the U. § 
Coast Guard for use of the site 
The statue is now being marked 
on Coast Guard navigational 
maps. 


Five Catholic Governors 


Of the forty-eight state Gover. 
nors who now hold office, thirteen 
are Methodists, eight are 
tists, seven Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians, five Catholics, four 
Lutherans, and two Congregs 
tion-Christians. One is a Jew, one 
a Mormon, and one has no re- 
gious affiliation. 


Half a Billion Bibles 


It is commonly known that the 
Bible is the perennial best-seller. 
One of the organizations in the 
free world that has helped # 
make it so is the American Bi 
Society, which during 1 
reached the half-billion mark 
the number of Scriptures printed 
since its founding in 1816 in New 
York. The 500,000,001st copy, @ 
large family Bible bound in red 
morocco, was presented to Presi 
dent Eisenhower. 

The first head of the organiza 
tion was Elias Boudinot, former 
president of the Continental Com 
gress. Other founders included 
the Rev. Lyman Beecher, noted 
preacher, and the novelist Jame 
Fenimore Cooper. In its first year 
the Society distributed 6/410 
volumes; last year, by contrast 
it distributed 15,170,058 volumes 


The -Paradox ; 


There are reports from cert 
Communist satellite count ' 
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freedom of worship under Com- 
munist than under Roman Cath- 
olic domination. At any rate, this 
geems to be the case in Poland 
and Hungary. Even in Moscow 
there are at least two well-known 
Protestant denominations that 
have experienced greater reli- 
gious freedom than they have—at 
Jeast until very recently, though 
the future is  uncertain—in 
Colombia. 

According to a group of Ameri- 
can Quakers, religious persecu- 
tion has “largely disappeared” 
in Poland and there is “freedom 
of religious worship.” The Quak- 
er visitors were members of an 
eight-man delegation, composed 
of five Americans, an English- 
man, a Swede, and an Australian, 
all of whom spent two weeks in 
the Communist-dominated 
country. 

This paradox may reflect on 
the comparative menace of 
Protestantism and Roman Cath- 
dlicism to Communism. Protes- 
tantism seeks freedom to wor- 
ship and spread the message 
of the gospel, whereas Roman 
Catholicism seeks, as an eventual 
if not immediate aim, political 
power. 


Religious Liberty Stamp 


Religious liberty will be com- 
memorated on a three-cent stamp 
authorized by Postmaster General 
Summerfield for issuance at 
Flushing, N. Y., on December 
27. The occasion will mark the 
tercentenary of the Flushing Re- 
monstrance, which is considered 
by many to be the first declara- 


tion of religiovs liberty by 
ordinary citizens in American 
history. 

Obscenity and 


Freedom of the Press 


The United States Supreme 
Court recently reaffirmed its 
decision of last June that obsceni- 
ty does not fall under the 
Constitutional guarantee of free- 
dom of the press. In denying 
petitions, by a vote of 6-3, for a 
rehearing of two separate cases, 
the highest court ruled that the 
federal laws banning obscene 
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books from the mails is constitu- 
tional and that the state may 
rightfully exercise its police 
powers to seize and destroy such 
volumes. 


Laudable as such precautions 
sound, there is always the vague 
fear that the words “obscene” 
and “objectionable” may take on 
a broader meaning and applica- 
tion in the hands of unscrupulous 
politicians. 


Demand for Public Funds 


Where money is at stake the 
Roman hierarchy will go to any 
lengths. In Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Archbishop P. F. Pocock appear- 
ed before the Royal Commission 
on Education asserting that the 
present “unsatisfactory school 
system” should be changed to 
provide financial support for Ro- 
man Catholic education. Thus for 
the first time in Canada a 
member of the hierarchy appear- 
ed at a public hearing of a royal 
commission. 

In the United States the ap- 
proach is rather more subtle. The 
demand for public funds—and 
it is often a demand—is couched 
in such euphemisms as health, 
welfare, and safety benefits. The 
bus situation provides the most 
vivid example. 


Shortage of Priests 
in the Eternal City 


Despite the claims of ever-in- 
creasing membership, the Roman 
Church does not seem to be able 
to provide enough priests for the 
faithful. In other words, voca- 
tions to the priesthood do not 
keep pace with growing member- 
ship. This has been especially 
true in Latin America, which 
has for years reported an acute 
shortage of priests. 

Now a report from Rome itself, 
capital of the Catholic Church, 
discloses a dearth of priests. The 
Bulletin of the Roman Clergy 
points out that as the parishes 
of Rome increase, the number of 
priests decreases. During this 
past year, of the ten seminarians 
ordained from the Roman diocese, 
only two were native Romans, out 
of a population of three million. 











UNEXPECTED FOOD 
IN TIME OF NEED 


following letter from vividly de- 
picts the plight of many to whom we minister in 
our Saviour’s name: 



















Budapest, Hun 
Beloved Brother in Christ: are 

Unexpected, and in a time of great 
need, we received your wonderful food 
package. bed P 23 has been glori- 
ously fulfilled. The Lord is our 
herd; therefore we do not want. 

I am 81 years old. My wife, Mona, has 

had nine operations. Both of us are sick 
with rheumatism and heart disease. For 
two years I was bedridden and suffered 
excruciating pains. Last time when they 
dismissed me from the hospital, they 
told me, “You better go home and die, 
not in the hospital.” 
__ I used to receive a small pension, but 
it was stopped in 1950, when they de- 
ported us from Budapest without mercy 
or consideration. Then last March, all of 
a sudden, they started again to give me 
a small pension of 400 guiden, the equiv- 
alent of a pair of shoes, or the rent of 
one unheated room. 

You may well ask, how do we live, eat, 
keep warm, or clothe ourselves? The an- 
swer is, we are fed directly by the hand 
of our dear Lord. He cares for us and 
sends to us clothing and shoes, and 
sometimes even a little money from un- 
known friends, His angels. 

When seven years ago we were deport- 
ed into the country, we lived in a 
ant’s hut. Our room was dark and 
with a mud floor. For two years I la 
helpless while my wife, who was si 
herself, nursed me. She became so ex- 
hausted and sick that she looked like a 
skeleton. 

I could not eat or even swallow. M 
tongue cleaved to the roof of my mou! 
as there was no saliva. It was hard for 
me even to speak. I lost 66 pounds and 
became a helpless bundle of skin and 
bones. The doctor prescribed no medi- 
cine as none was available. The pain 
was unbearable and I could not sleep. 

Then one day when our situation 
seemed most desperate and hopeless, my 
wife and I joined hands together and 
prayed God for mercy. That night we 
fell asleep and slept through till morn- 

ing. When I woke up I said to my wife, 
“Dear, we slept all night and now I feel 
no pain. But I am hungry. My tongue 
does not cleave to the roof of my mouth. 
Please, can you give me something to 
eat ” 












































Since that day the pa disappeared. I 
sleep well and eat when we have some- 
thing to eat. I feel much stronger and 
can get around with the help of a stick 
in my hand. This is really a miracle. God 
is love, gracious and full of mercy. To 
Him be praise and glory, and thanks to 
our beloved brethren in Christ in the 
city of Philadelphia. We pray that the 
Lord’s blessing may be upon you and all 
those who help your noble work. 
Your grateful brother, A.O. 

Letters like this, which unfold human 
tragedy in all its grimness, come to us 
daily from every part of the world. It is 
our ee to bring some help to these 
brethren of our Lord, as He enables us 
to do so through your compassion. Let 
us thank God for the privilege of help- 
ing and showing forth His love. 


FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


MISSIONARY & RELIEF SOCIETY, Inc. 
728G Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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I wanted to be a priest... 


I became a priest ... 


@ 
© I studied hard to be a priest... 
@ 
* 


But God had other plans for my life. 


It WAS A DAY much like any 

other in a Roman Catholic 
seminary. The professor was ex- 
plaining the courage and spiritual 
benefits that are the result of 
such external practices of piety 
as the rosary, novenas, proces- 
sions, and other ceremonies and 
rituals. I was one of a group of 
young seminarians studying for 
the priesthood in Old Spain. I 
was twenty years old at the time 
and was soon to finish my priest- 
ly studies. 

On this particular occasion we 
were gathered together in the 
classroom listening to the pro- 
fessor in complete silence, as was 
our custom. Suddenly, to the as- 
tonishment of everyone present, 
I stood up and said: 

“I believe that the spirit of 
man needs a direct communion 
with God. It would make me very 
happy if someone could demon- 
strate to me that the true way 
consists in the unfettered re- 
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Rogelio Garrido Montanana 


tr. by the Rev. F. F. Payas 


sponse of the soul to God. I suffer 
deeply hearing about all these in- 
direct roads. What is more, I 
consider them ineffectual.” 

My remarks fell as a bomb- 
shell in our midst. A murmur 
spreading over the classroom 
filled my ears. The professor be- 
came angry and excited. 

“Heretic!” he shouted, dis- 
missing me from the class. “You 
are a heretic!” 

I left with mingled emotions. 


*“*“ALMOST A PROTESTANT” 


I had been born into a Roman 
Catholic home in the year 1932. 
Among my ancestors had been 
many priests and nuns, who had 
secured great esteem and venera- 
tion for my home town on account 
of their strong Catholic loyalty. 
This being the case, not only my 
relatives but the whole town 
predicted for me a priestly voca- 
tion. _ 

Accordingly, at the early age 


of twelve I entered a Roman § 
Catholic seminary, and by the 
time I was fifteen I was already 
wearing the cassock and wag 
granted permission to begin the 
higher studies for the priesthood, 

During the next three years J 
was esteemed by my professors 
and well liked by my fellow 
students. In general I was happy 
and well behaved, and to my 
companions I was the young 
ecclesiastic who enjoyed his 
studies and had a liking for 
poetry. 

But as time progressed I began 
to investigate seriously the claims 
of truth and what I considered 
error in the things I was study. 
ing. My questions to my profes. 
sors and my consultations with 
my superiors were multiplying 
to such an extent that I called 
forth public notice. Soon I wag 
prohibited from using the reserv- 
ed section of the library for con- 
sultation, and I was censured by 
my superiors in the following 
words: 

“You are almost a Protestant 
already. You are altogether too 
free in your examination of doc. 
trinal matters. You are forget- 
ting that the Mother Church, not 
you, is right and can clarify any 
questions that you ask us.” 

Eventually my companions 
noticed a change in me. Finding 
me different, preoccupied, one 
seminarian told me, “Look, you 
want to break with so many tradi- 
tions that I believe very soon you 
will stop being Catholic, just like 
Martin Luther, who was con 
demned in the sixteenth century.” 

From that time on I lost the 
esteem of several of my com 
panions and found myself con- 
tinuously and seriously watched 
by my _ superiors. Practically 
every statement of mine was 
noted, examined, and on many 
occasions censured, earning me @ 
reprimand. It was on just such 
an occasion that I found the 
temerity to speak up in class 
in a challenge to my professors. 
It was a decisive, difficult moment 
that I shall never forget. 


THE WARNING 


After leaving the classroom 
with the echo of “Heretic!” in my 
ears, I went to my cell to be alone 
and collect my scattered thoughts 
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Pond emotions. I confess I was on 
the verge of tears. I wanted to 



















































































































































































































































'§ flee, I wanted to ask pardon, I 
| § wanted to find peace. If I had 
} § then had the Holy Bible as a norm 
- § for my faith, if I had had free 
[ access to the words of Jesus, “I 
3 am the way, the truth, and the 
' § life’—what solace, what comfort, 
y what assurance I might have 
Y § found. But the Bible had little 
; meaning for me. In a Roman 
s Catholic seminary there is so 
tf | much preoccupation with the 
declarations of the popes and the 
R § (Councils that the Bible is almost 
8 | forgotten. 
d Soon my superiors came to the 
Ps room, and one of them in the 
- § name of the others took posses- 
h sion of all my writings, all my 
& § books, and all my notebooks. In 
d my presence he ripped all my 
8 f papers on doctrinal matters and 
V- § warned me not to express any- 
n- thing in the classroom. I fell on 
 § my knees and asked pardon for 
g all my ideas and convictions that 
were in opposition to the Roman 
nt § Church. 
00 But from that time on I did 
x= § not open my heart to anyone. I 
t- | finished my priestly career and 
ot | received the solemn profession. 
nY | Thereafter I was solemnly com- 
mitted to the Roman Catholic 
~ Church. 
yne DOUBTS AND CONFLICTS 
rou Before long I arrived at my 
di- § field of labor. I enjoyed great 
jou § good will among the people, 
ike § though I was conscious of the 
om- § fact that I was being constantly 
y. & watched by my superiors. In 
the § time I began to observe scandal- 
om § ous living among the older 
Om § priests. Above all I noted the 
hed § terrible materialism which per- 
ally § vaded their spiritual lives. My 
was § spirit was downcast. 
any Naturally, I was looked upon 
1¢@@ @ as a young religious just out of 
ch § the seminary, and when I 
the § determined, together with other 
lass § companions of good will, to 
ors § oppose these abuses, we were 
nent § told: 

“You are proud in your at- 
tempts to change custom. Your 
attempt is useless. You your- 

‘oom @ selves, when the years go by and 
1 MY F and you lose your youthful vigor, 
will be like us.” 











One afternoon an old priest and 
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I held a dispute in regard to the 
church. In the midst of the dis- 
cussion I stated: 

“The Roman Catholic Church 
has become too complicated. The 
message of Jesus Christ, though 
very deep, is simple enough for 
the hearts of the people. We do 
not possess the truth because our 
excessive reverence for tradition 
does not allow us to grasp it. We 
are in love with the organization, 
and we do not know the gospel. 
We are at fault for the low 
spiritual condition of our people.” 

Within a very few minutes 
those words of mine were con- 
veyed to my superiors. I was 
called, interrogated, and accused. 
I was told clearly: 

“We are sad to tell you that 


your soul, even without your 
realizing it, has made itself 
Protestant.” 


I had been accused so many 
times of the same thing that I 
thought within myself: If any 
conviction or decision of mine 
suffers from the errors of the 
Protestants, according to my 
superiors, and I still believe I am 
in the right, then the Protestant 
faith must be the true faith. 


A HERETIC IS BORN AGAIN 


A few days later I went to an 
evangelical chapel and asked for 
the pastor. My priestly garb 
caused a considerable stir among 
those Christians, who were get- 
ting ready to begin a service of 
worship. 

At the office of the pastor my 
eyes caught this verse of Scrip- 
ture on the wall: “I am not 








ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God.” Then 
I examined my interior struggle 
and my desire to find the truth. I 
was welcomed and was invited 
for a long discussion with the 
pastor later in the day. 

My visit to the pastor’s home 
was repeated, and for the first 
time in my life I began to under- 
stand what it means to have a 
personal relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I also began 
to meditate seriously on the Gos- 
pels. And I began to see perfectly 
the great errors of the Roman 
Church. But though my mind was 
convinced, my heart remained be- 
hind. 

One day, after an intense pray- 
er, I decided to visit the pastor 
again. 

That foggy afternoon, while 
the rain splattered over the city, 
spring was born in my heart for 
the first time, and the calm of 
the presence of Jesus and His 
love filled my being. He became 
my personal Saviour, the only 
sufficient victim for my sins. 

The Roman Catholic Church 
has excommunicated me officially. 
I have become a heretic and an 
apostate. This is the judgment of 
the Roman Church on me. But 
the judgment of Jesus Christ is 
that I am His and that I have 
eternal life, because it has been 
written: 


“For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” 





The Wrong Funeral 


MONG THE FIFTY OR MORE con- 

verted Catholic priests who 
have joined Baptist churches in 
Brazil is one who has become 
pastor of the great old First 
Baptist Church in Sao Paulo city. 
I was preaching in his church 
and, as we left the pulpit one 
day, I said to him: 

“How did you happen to be 
a Baptist? I never heard.” 

His reply was, “I went to the 
wrong funeral.” 

There is a ceremony in Latin, 
said over the corpse at prominent 
funerals, which commits the body 


by Dr. W. C. Taylor 


to the sacred soil and the soul 
to the flames of Purgatory. This 
priest was called by telephone a 
few years ago to go to a certain 
street; the address was given but 
was not noted by him. 

He went to that street, saw a 
hearse and cars waiting, went in, 
said his Latin over the corpse 
mechanically, and said to the 
undertaker and the family: 

“You may take the corpse.” 

Nobody moved. He said it three 
times. As if paralyzed with sur- 
prise, they then came to life. A 
little Methodist preacher, who 
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was waiting to conduct that fu- 
neral, arose and said: 

“Sir, you have come to the 
wrong funeral. Your funeral is 
on up the street. This man was a 
believer in the Saviour. He needs 
no ceremony. His soul is in 
heaven with Jesus. While he was 
alive, by faith ‘he committed his 
soul to the faithful Creator,’ as 
the apostle Peter said to do in 
his First Epistle. He stands in 
no need of your services.” 

Very much ashamed and con- 
fused, the priest backed out and 
away; but he remembered the 
quiet calm of that bereaved home, 
where believers sorrow not as 
those who have no hope. What 
hope is Purgatory—half a hell 
for half an eternity? He went on 
to his own funeral in a state of 
mental anarchy. 

In his office, he read I Peter 
4:19, meditating a lot on that 


The Book People are Reading Twice: 


The Masters “Jouch 


Helen Lioyd Dubuar 


Thrilling story of how two artists 
meet their Master, their renaissance 
at the Master's Touch. 
Complete reviews on request. 380 pages, 
Cloth $3.00 postpaid. Giftwrap 20c. 
Stores or direct: H. Dubuar, 376 
William St., East Orange, N. J. 
Profits to Missions. 
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great commitment of the soul 
to God. Now it happens that his 
daily paper O Estado de Sao 
Paulo, the greatest daily south of 
the New York Times, carries 
notices of evangelical church 
services. They have published my 
sermon notices on various oc- 
casions. He read the notice of a 
meeting in the Braz Baptist 
Church and decided he must go. 

Sunday, at the hour appointed, 
he slipped his pistol in his robe 
and appeared at the door of the 
Braz Church. The usher wel- 
comed him. 

“Come right in; sit anywhere 
you like. You are welcome.” 

He went in, in his long black 
robe, before the amazed congre- 
gation. Missionary Paul Porter, 
great educator who became a 
marvelous evangelistic leader of 
that mighty State, was the 
preacher. He was preaching that 
day on “The Church” and went 
right ahead. 

“I was amazed,” the now con- 
verted priest told me, “to dis- 
cover that that was a subject on 
which I was absolutely ignorant.” 

The light broke. During the 
great national Eucharistic Con- 
gress which met in Sao Paulo he 
had trained and led the choir of 
a thousand voices that sang be- 
fore the Cathedral. In the Bap- 
tist Jubilee celebrations, a few 
years later, he led the magnificent 
Baptist choir. Today he is a good 
minister of Jesus Christ. He 
made the commitment of saving 
faith and no longer says Latin 
prayers over the deaf ears of 
dead bodies. (From The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal) 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 
CONSIDERED 


“STOP SMOKING! 
BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! 
The oy applied =e explained in “THE 

KING H by W will 


SMO ABIT” jehouse ena 
you, to quickly and positively rid yourself of the 
Tobacco Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you 

get your money k and no questions asked. 
Postpaid only $1.00. 


NEW LIFE Dept. CO-126 Rowan, lowa 


Immaculate 
Conception 

(Continued from page 15) 
sea, and gather to ourselves 
good. 
lieved.” 


3 
i 
“Blessed is she that be 
Obedient and patiey 
trust in our Creator and Redeem: 
er will turn our sorrow into joy 


“Blessed are all they that pup 


their trust in Him.” “Blessed a 
they that have not seen, and 
have believed.” 


In such confidence as the 


Virgin’s, lovingly and simply con 


fessing and following the Lord 
we shall share the blessedness of 


being instruments fit for His 
and agents ready for His service 
Let us not overlook scripture 
which give the figure of “Ch 

in you the hope of glory. ” (Co 
1:27; Gal. 4:19) He is in the 
Christian’s heart as a conception 
and possession, in his holiness ag 
a birth and life, and in his happi- 
ness and usefulness as the glory 
of the Son of God and Saviour of 
the world. 

The Son of .Mary teaches, 
“Whosoever shall do the will of 
My Father which is in heaven, 
the same is My—mother.” They 
are happy who through Christ 
can say, “The Lord is the portion 
of mine inheritance and of my 
cup: Thou maintainest my lot 
The lines are fallen unto me in 
pleasant places; yea, I have a 
goodly heritage.” 

To such, in this extent, the 
congratulation is not inappre 
priate, “Hail, highly favoured, 
the Lord is with you, ye ar 
blessed.” Every one of our read 
ers may so far find “favour with 
God.” “Take with you words, and 
turn to the Lord: say unto Him, 
Take away all iniquity, and rw 
ceive us graciously.” Praise and 
glorify “His grace, wherein He 
hath made us accepted’ in the 
Beloved.” 


* Bishop Ullathorne, The Immaculalt 
Conception. 


’ tem wens in The Madonm, 


by J. S. M’Corry, D 

* Bonaventura, quoted by Ullathorne. 

* Ullathorne. llathorne. * M’Cony. 

* Melia. * M’Corry. ° Northcote. 

* Abbe Orsini, The History of 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Translated by F. 
Husenbeth, D.D. 

% J. V., in Husenbeth’s Orsini. 
 Grignon de Montfort, True Dea 
to the Blessed Virgin. Translated by F. W 
Faber, D.D. + 
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| The Archbisho 
Replies 


to the Rev. Dick Hl. Hall, Jr. 


This article is the second in a series of installments presenting an 
interchange of correspondence between the Rev. Hall and 
Archbishop O’ Hara, both of Georgia. In this frank discussion 

of the doctrines and tenets of Protestantism and Roman 
Catholicism, we find our motto admirably exemplified: Veritas in 
charitate—the truth in charity. 


| Part 





First Baptist Church 
Decatur, Georgia 
December 12, 1955 

Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara 

54 Parkside 

London S.W. 19, England 


Dear Bishop O’Hara: 


Please let me thank you for 
your letter of November 28, en- 
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closing a fuller discussion of the 
questions which I raised in my 
letter to you of October 19. 

May I say that I appreciate 
the whole spirit of your com- 
munication and the fullness with 
which you dealt with these ques- 
tions. I am also mindful of your 
courtesy in using the Authorized 
Version for scripture references. 


Due to a very heavy schedule, 
the time of year, and to the im- 
portance of these questions, it 
will take me a few weeks to pre- 
pare my answers to your ques- 
tions and to discuss the matters 
before us. I shall write as soon 
as possible. 

May I take this opportunity to 
wish you a happy Christmas and 
the blessings of God for all the 
coming years. 

I am happy to feel that possibly 
our exchange of correspondence 
may be a means to a better under- 
standing and fellowship among 
Christian people, and of bringing 
honor to the name of Him who 
said “and there shall be one fold, 
and one shepherd.” (John 10:16) 
Sincerely yours, 

Dick H. HALL, Jr. 


First Baptist Church 
Decatur, Georgia 
April 12, 1957 


Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara 
Bishop of the Diocese of 
Savannah-Atlanta, 
Savannah, Georgia 


Dear Bishop O’Hara: 

All too long have I delayed in 
renewing our correspondence of 
late 1955 . . . Unusually heavy 
duties and cares have seemed to 
consume every moment of the 
time. 

I sincerely appreciate the 
clarity, the cordiality, and the 
evident sincerity of your answers 
to the questions of my letter of 
October 19, 1955, in your letter 
with its attached document, dated 
November 28, 1955. No matter 
how far we may differ in our 
interpretation of the plan of our 
Lord, I am sure that what each of 
us may say will be said in the 
spirit of men who are earnestly 
seeking to carry out the purpose 
of Him whose ways are pleasant- 
ness and whose paths peace. 

I am mindful, too, of your 
kindness in using the Authorized 
Version of the Scriptures in your 
quotations. 

Doubtless you have touched on 
our basic difference in the second 
paragraph of your letter. You 
asked, “Did Christ our blessed 
Lord establish a church, and if 
He did, is this church actually 
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to be found in the world today?” 
I would answer both questions in 
the affirmative. Your position is 
that “this church” is, and has 
been from the beginning, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. If only 
those who have been members of 
the Roman Catholic Church can 
claim to have been accepted into 
the Church of which Christ was 
speaking, a multitude of lives 
which have greatly affected the 
world for good have been lived 
outside the Church. I would 
mention examples like the Wes- 
leys, Whitfield, Carey, Living- 
stone, Spurgeon, and Schweitzer. 


You say, “Our Lord spoke of 
‘My Church,’ and never of ‘My 
Churches.’” He did say to Simon 
Peter, “Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it” (Matthew 
16:18). But John on Patmos was 
told by the risen Lord, “The 
seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches” (Revelation 
1:20), and He gave him mes- 
sages for these individual 
churches. Paul speaks of “all the 
churches of the Gentiles” (Ro- 
mans 16:4), and “the churches 
of Judea” (Galatians 1:22). He 
writes a letter “unto the churches 
of Galatia” (Galations 1:2). 


Our Lord said, “Thou art Peter 
[Petros—masculine—a rock], 
and upon this rock [Petra—femi- 
nine—a ledge] I will build my 
church ; and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it” (Matthew 
16:18). Here was a man confess- 
ing Jesus to be the Christ by the 
revelation to him of the Holy 
Spirit. This man, Simon Peter, 
could not have been infallible be- 
cause in the very next paragraph 
of that chapter he spoke out of 
turn; and Jesus said to him, “Get 
thee behind me, Satan: thou art 
an offence unto me: for thou 
savourest not the things that be 
of God, but those that be of men” 
(Matthew 16:23). If, in verse 16, 
we are to take Christ literally, 
that He was building His Church 
on the man Peter, then must we 
not also take Christ literally in 
verse 23 and so conclude that 
Peter was actually, literally, Sat- 
an? If we are to take one meta- 
phorically, why not take the other 
metaphorically ? 
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We believe that Simon Peter 
was a great and good and godly 
man, but he was not a perfect 
man, nor was he infallible in his 
doctrinal understanding. Paul in 
Galatians 2:11 said, “But when 
Peter was come to Antioch, I 
withstood him to the face, be- 
cause he was to be blamed.” 
There is no evidence in Peter’s 
writings that he thought of him- 
self as being in a position of 
supremacy. When he wrote in I 
Peter 2 of Christ as the “chief 
cornerstone,” he evidently con- 
sidered himself as one of the 
“lively (or living) stones” along 
with all other believers who “are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ” (v. 5). A study of 
Matthew 18:15-20 and John 
20 :23 will show that Jesus includ- 
ed other apostles and disciples, 
with no special recognition for 
Peter, in a group who had the 
power to forgive and to retain. 


UR LORD SAID, “Come unto me, 

all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of Me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart; and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls” (Matthew 
11:28, 29). He also said, “Him 
that cometh unto Me I will in no 
wise cast out” (John 6:37). Paul 
says, “For as many as are led 
by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God” (Romans 8:14). 


Must we not conclude that all 
of those who have been redeemed 
by His blood, who have confessed 
Him as Lord, and who have tried 
to prove the sincerity of their 
confession by a life of humble 
obedience to Him, will be 
recognized by Christ as belonging 
to Him, and therefore belonging 
to what He called “My Church”? 
All this is brought about by the 
initiation of the Father in draw- 
ing the sinner to Himself (John 
6:44), and by the regenerating 
works of the Holy Spirit in the 
individual (John 3:6-7). This 
church is an organism, not an or- 
ganization. This organism, made 
up of all believers, of which 
Christ is the head, includes in it 
the redeemed people of all de- 
nominations, Roman Catholics 
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and all others. Paul says, “and § 

(Christ) is the head of the body 
the church .. . ” (Colossiagg! 
1:18). 5 


At one period of my life I 
a patient for many weeks q 
Santa Rosa (Roman Catholig 
Hospital in San Antonio, Tex 
I shall never forget the light i 
the face of the Mother Su 
She radiated the love of 
and therefore must have belonged 
to Him and to His Church. 


A colored man, an old ex-slayg 
had much to do with my 
rearing. He could neither read 
nor write but he loved Christ 
sincerely and followed Him with 
complete devotion. He belonged 
to a Methodist church an 
possibly never heard of othe 
than Methodist, Baptist, an 
Presbyterian churches, but he 
walked humbly with his God, and 
I am confident that Christ receiy. 
ed him into glory. 


Some years ago in Europe |! 
met a Rumanian friend, Rever. 
end John Socaciu, with whom]! 
had been in theological seminary. 
His body and face bore the scars 
of lashes that he had received in 
prison for preaching the 
in his native land. He bore thege 
cruelties without complaint, and 
I have since learned that he gave 
his life for his Lord. Who could 
deny to such a martyr a place 
in the Church of Him who said, 
“Be thou faithful unto death, and 
I will give thee a crown of life’ 
(Revelation 2:10) ? 


7 IN HIS GOSPEL (1:12-13) 
says, “As many as _ received 
Him, to them gave He power 
become the sons of God, even t 
them that believe on His 


name ... ” The robber on th 
cross was assured of salvation 
by Christ Himself on the simple 
basis that he asked to kk 
remembered. He was not baptit 
ed, belonged to no organized 
church, nor could he have dom 
any good works. Hence, baptism, 
church membership and godt 
works cannot be essential to sab 
vation. Paul said, “That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus (Jesus as Lord), and 
shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised Him from * 
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mans 10:9). 

The word “Church” (Ecclesia) 
means “called out.” All of those 
who have accepted Him by faith 
and confessed Him as Lord, hav- 
ing been convicted and regenerat- 
ed by the Holy Spirit, must there- 
fore belong to the group which 
Jesus was designating as “My 
Church.” This is the all-inclusive, 
wniversal Church, the Body of 
Christ, the Church of the first- 
brn (Hebrews 122:23), the 
great throng of all of those, liv- 
ing and dead, whom He will re- 
ceive to Himself when He returns 
to earth at the great Resurrec- 
tion, to complete His Church 
(John 14:3). 


Therefore, no single organized 
body of believers can claim an 
exclusive right to the name 
“Church.” No single church or 
denomination can claim that all 
of its members have had that re- 
generating experience of which 
Jesus spoke. Jesus said, “They 
shall come from the East, and 
from the West, and from the 
North, and from the South, and 
shall sit down in the kingdom 
of God” (Luke 13:29). Surely, in 
that great day of which He spoke, 
we shall wear the garments of 
many denominations as we join 
our voices in singing, “All Hail 
the Power of Jesus’ Name, Let 
Angels Prostrate Fall.” 


In the enclosed document I 
shall seek to discuss the matters 
about which we have been writ- 
ing and the questions which you 
have asked. 

Please believe me to be, 

Cordially and sincerely yours, 
Dick H. HALL, JR. 


First Baptist Church 
Decatur, Georgia 
April 12, 1957 


Dear Bishop O’Hara: 


Let me thank you for your very 
careful answers to the questions 
raised in my first letter. I shall 
consider the points that have been 
discussed in the order we have 
followed. 

You say, “The Catholic Church 
holds that the constituent sources 
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of Divine Revelation are the 
Sacred Scriptures and Tradition.” 


Our position is that the Scrip- 
tures are the sole rule and guide 
of our faith and practice. We 
believe that by direct instruction, 
or by principle, we have in the 
Holy Scriptures every needful 
doctrine for the building up of 
the body of Christ (Romans 
12:5). 

We believe that there is great 
danger in depending upon tradi- 
tion to which there may be added 
from time to time doctrines and 
traditions which cannot be au- 
thenticated by the simple word 
of Scriptures. 

Jesus gave a very stern warn- 
ing to the Pharisees for their 
placing tradition alongside, or 
above, the word of God. He said, 
“Full well ye reject the command- 
ment of God, that ye may keep 
your tradition” (Mark 7:9). Such 
passages as Mark 7:1-23 and 
Matthew 15:1-20 are very posi- 
tive on this point. 

Rabbi Eleazer of Modin is 
quoted as saying, “Whosoever in- 
terprets Scripture in opposition 
to tradition has no part in the 
future world.” Again, “The voice 
of the Rabbi is as the voice of 
God” (Erubin, fol. 21, col. 2); 
and “To be against the word of 
the Scribe is more punishable 
than to be against the word of 
the Bible” (sanh. xi. 3). See A. T. 
Robertson, The Pharisees and 
Jesus, page 30. 


The trouble with the Pharisees, 
though many of them were sin- 
cere and good men, was that they 
established tradition on tradition 
instead of going back with each 
interpretation to adjust it to the 
word of God. The surveyor who 
does not constantly adjust his 
lines to the curvature of the earth 
will find himself far off the 
course. Any tradition or doctrine 
of the church which does not 
adjust constantly to the simpli- 
city of the Scriptures is in danger 
of going afield. We feel that many 
of the doctrines, customs, and 
demands of the Roman Catholic 
Church are very strange in the 
light of the Holy Scriptures. 


We thoroughly agree with your 
statement, “The practice and 
teaching of the church can never 
contradict the Scriptures.” The 
danger is, we believe, that where 
traditions are gradually built up 
on traditions, it is not possible to 
keep at least some communicants 
from holding these traditions to 
be superior to the Scriptures in 
authority, just as the Pharisees 
did. As an example of this grad- 
ual building of tradition on tradi- 
tion, I suggest the growth of the 
doctrine of the sinlessness of 
Mary, to the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, to her perpetual virginity, 
to her place as intercessor for us 
(replacing the present work of 
Jesus; cf. Romans 8:34; Hebrews 
7:35), and now te the Assump- 


(Continued on page 28) 


“SEND .. . SOMETHING TO EAT FOR CHRISTMAS” 


A veteran Hebrew Christian missionary who has served Christ nearly 
50 years earnestly pleads for help on behalf of her converts in eastern 
Europe. “You may think that the economic situation has improved 
here,” she wrote, “but not for the people who have survived the gas 
chambers. They are still in dire need and broken in body. Please, dear 
brother, do send food parcels to these Hebrew Christians so they may 
have something to eat for Christmas.” 

We plead with you, dear Christian friend, to help us to send these He- 
brew Christians not costly gifts, but “something to eat for Christmas.” 


Another grateful missionary and relief worker has written: “Your letter 
and the many packages which followed it, especially the CARE food 


Rev. Jacob Peltz 


parcels, gave us no end of joy and encouragement, since we were able 
to help so many in their terrible hunger and distress.” 


At this blessed Christmas season please help us relieve distress and give a little happiness to 
needy, hungry Hebrew Christians in Europe and in Israel. Remember especially the little children 
and the aged Hebrew Christians whom we support in Homes. Send your gift to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S. A. 
5630-C No. Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada 
91-C Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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SHADOW OVER 
THE CAPITOL 


OU: Wo eee 


What would you do if you were confronted with the possibility of voting 


for a capable, 


personable candidate for President—who just 


happened to be a practicing Roman Catholic? 


Would you vote for him because of his personal qualifications—or vote 
against him because of his religious affiliations? 


Would you accept his public statement that his religious fealty would not 
interfere with his loyalty to the Constitution—or would suspect 
him of means-versus-ends Jesuitism? 


Would you feel confident that you could vote for him without voting for his 
Church—or would you suspect that in spite of any personal al- 
truism and sincerity he would eventually prove an agent of that 


Church? 


Would you feel that even if he proved an able, judicious, America-first 
administrator you could trust the next (and there would be an- 
other) Roman Catholic candidate—once the precedent had been 


established? 


In the next two years these issues will doubtless have to be faced, because 
the national headlines on November 5, 1960, could very well read— 


U.S. Elects Catholic President: 


UR POLITICAL PUNDITS are al- 

ready predicting the possi- 
bility of Massachusetts Senator 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy’s receiv- 
ing the Democratic Presidential 
nomination in 1960. It is becom- 
ing more apparent as the months 
go by that Senator Kennedy is 
a likely candidate for the office. 
In fact, the Gallup Poll indicates 
that Mr. Kennedy now holds a 
sizable lead over other Presi- 
dential hopefuls. And his ambi- 
tions are by now no secret. 
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Senator Kennedy came within 
a hairsbreadth of receiving the 
Vice-Presidential nomination in 
1956—this in spite of the fact 
that no Vice President is ever 
further than a heartbeat from the 
Presidency. When asked if a Ro- 
man Catholic could become the 
President of the United States, 


by Don Hillis 
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Mr. Kennedy’s answer was anu j 


qualified “yes.” 

This strong Roman Cathg 
Senator recently “fathered” g 
immigration bill which opens th 
way for southern Europea, 
(Catholics) to fill the unused ig 
migration quotas of northe 
Europeans (Protestants). For 
this, he has received the 
praises of the Roman Cathal 
hierarchy. 

Should Mr. Kennedy becaus 
President of the United State 
the datelines of newspapers aj 
over this great democratie 
country might very well read: 

Rome: “Pope Pius XII Wires 
Felicitations.” 

Vatican City: “Roman Cath 
olic Hierarchy Jubilant Ove 
Kennedy’s Victory.” 

New York: “Cardinal Spellmay 
Says, ‘This Is Rome’s Greatest 
Triumph in 300 Years.’ ” 

Washington, D.C.: ‘‘ Bishop 
Sheen to Share in Inaugural 
Honors.” 


ROME’S CHURCH-STATE 

To those whose eyes are open 
to the history, practice an 
teachings of Roman Catholicism, 


the headlines above lucidly fore. 


shadow the “beginning of the 
end” to a hundred and one liber 
ties which are found only in Prot 
estant countries. Witness the 
condition of Spain’s 20,00 
Protestants. 

The far-reaching religious free 
dom which is now enjoyed 
minority as well as majorily 
religious groups in the Unite 
States stems from our Constite 
tional principle of the separ 
tion of Church and State. Rome 
accepts the tenets of separation 
of Church and State only wha 
and where it is to her advantage 
to do so. Rome does not believe 
in a State church, e.g., the l# 
theran Church in Denmark. Th 
one and only political doctrine 
acceptable to the Vatican is# 
Church-state, 7.e., one in W 
the State is subservient to the 
Church, again exemplified ‘ 
Spain. 

The Roman Catholic bishop 
of the U.S. declare openly that 
“separation of Church and Stalt 
has become the shibboleth of ¢ 
trinaire secularism.” In Rome 
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yes the Church is more noble 
than the State and therefore the 
State is bound to further the 
ends of the Church and to refrain 
from interfering with the 
Church’s authority. According to 
her concepts she has the absolute 
right, independently of the State, 
to those material and temporal 
things which are necessary to her 
spiritual ends. In the case of any 
conflicts over those rights, the 
Church must prevail. 

Mr. C. Stanley Lowell says, 
“Roman Catholicism in the 
United States has come a long 
way in a century and a half. At 
first as a feeble minority it ac- 
cepted Church-State separation. 
The principle seemed best in the 
circumstance. Now as a power- 
ful minority it calls for the end 
of Church-State separation. It 
intimidates Congress, censors and 
silences opposition, collects vast 
sums from the public treasury 
and drives toward official recog- 
nition and establishment. If the 
Protestants do not unite in deter- 
mined opposition, this drive will, 
in another decade, see the end 
of Church-State separation here. 
We shall have, to all practical 
effect, a religious establishment 
in a country whose Constitution 
forbids it.” 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


Though it is evident beyond 
question that the Roman Catholic 
Church is a powerful political 
system which is determined to 
subjugate the world to her tem- 
poral powers, yet ske is essential- 
ly a religious organization. 
Should Rome obtain the political 
and temporal ascendency in the 
United States for which she is 
striving incessantly, our hard- 
won religious freedom would 
come to an end. 

The Roman Catholic view of 
religious liberty is expressed as 
“the inalienable right of all men 
to worship God according to the 
teaching of the Catholic Church.” 
This is a far cry from the guaran- 
tees of our American Constitu- 
tio which grant to men the 
privilege of choosing their faith 
and their form of worship. Ac- 
cording to Romanism, no State 
tan justifiably prevent the right 
to worship God according to the 
teaching of the Catholic Church. 
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The State, furthermore, “has the 
duty to foster this true worship 
—to which all are commanded 
to submit.” 

This is simply the Roman 
Catholic way of saying that you 
as a Protestant are a heretic and 
that America is following the 
path of heresy, from which it 
needs to be converted. It is there- 
fore the clear duty of every true 


——— 


THE CRUCIAL QUESTION 


“Senator, if you were running for 
President, we would want to have one 
question answered before deciding to 
vote for you. Conceivably there could 
be a situation in which the dictates 
of your church and the demands of 
your country would conflict. In such 
a case, where would your higher 
loyalty lie?” 

Kennedy obviously had thought 
through his answer although he had 
never before expressed it publicly. 
“In the first place,” he said, “I can’t 
think of any issue where such a con- 
flict might arise. But suppose it did; 
nobody in my church gives me orders. 
It doesn’t work that way. I’ve been 
in the Congress for 10 years, and it 
has never happened. People are 
afraid that Catholics take orders from 
a higher organization. They don’t. 
Or, at least, I don’t. 

“Besides, I can’t act as a private 
individual does; my responsibility is 
to my constituents and to the Consti- 
tution. So if it came to a conflict be- 
tween the two, and not just a person- 
al moral issue, I am bound to act 
for the interests of the many.” 


—ANDRE FonTAINE, 
in November’s Redbook 





Catholic to share in the conver- 
sion of this country to Romanism, 
by any and all means, be they 
foul or fair. A calculated con- 
sideration of this matter leads 
one to ask the question, “Is it 
possible for one to be a sincere 
and honest Catholic and also a 
true American?” 

That Rome is using every form 
of lobbying and of pressure in 
the fields of politics, education, 
labor, and industry to bring this 
about is evident. The repeated 
attempt to get the United States 


to have a representative in the 
Vatican is but one of the proofs 
of this fact. The newspapers, 
magazines, movies, radio, and 
television are all capitalized on 
to the largest extent. No cost 
seems to be too great. In the light 
of the fact that Pope Pius XII 
receives a reported 71% of the 
Vatican’s income from the U.S.A., 
it appears reasonable that he 
feels that he can well spend a 
large percentage of that income 
to convert America to Romanism. 


THIS | WILL DO 


Roman Catholicism has been 
well characterized as ‘“democ- 
racy’s enemy and Communism’s 
prototype.” If the United States 
is to escape the bondage of 
Catholicism, then every true 
Christian must put up a strong 
defense and a forthright offense. 
For a defense we suggest the fol- 
lowing: 

1. A study of the “mother of 
harlots” as pictured in the book 
of Revelation, chanters 17 and 18. 

2. The reading of such books 
as: Foxe’s Book of Martyrs; The 
Monk Who Lived Again, by B. H. 
Pearson; Behind the Purple Cur- 
tain, by Dr. W. M. Montajfio; 
Fifty Years in the Church of 
Rome, by Father Chiniquy; Out 
of the Labyrinth, by L. H. Leh- 
mann; American Freedom and 
Catholic Power, by Paul Blan- 
shard. 

Since the best defense is a 
strong offense, you owe it to your- 
self to: 

1. Pray for and work toward 
the conversion of Roman Cath- 
olics. 

2. Keep posted on Roman 
Catholic political, social, and 
educational maneuvers, both na- 
tional and international. This you 
can do through such a magazine 
as the CONVERTED CATHOLIC and 
through the releases of Protes- 
tants and Other Americans Unit- 
ed for the Separation of Church 
and State and of the National 
Association of Evangelicals. 

3. Write to your Congressmen 
and Senators about crucial issues. 

4. Raise your voice through 
your vote against Roman Cath- 
olicism’s endeavors to seek power 
through political office. 


question ? mark 


by Rev. Angelo Lo Vallo 


Question: In recent years the 
Roman Catholic Church has 
gained control of a number of 
hospitals throughout the country, 
often at ridiculously low cost, be- 
cause she is able to staff them 
with nuns. Since many of these 
hospitals were originally built by 
cities or counties for the gener- 
al population, Protestants some- 
times find themselves obliged to 
make use of them. However, I 
have learned from the ex- 
periences of several Protestants 
that Roman Catholic priests and 
nuns had tried to convert them 
to Catholicism while they were 
being treated at such hospitals. 
Now my question is, what would 
happen if these Protestants were 
to die? Are Roman Catholic 
priests instructed to give or ad- 
minister the sacraments to dying 
Protestants even though they are 
considered heretics? 


Answer: Since this question re- 
quires a factual answer, we will 
quote from an official work writ- 
ten by a Jesuit priest: 


“In regard to heretics and 
schismatics, it must first be ob- 
served that the Church forbids 
the Sacraments to be administer- 
ed to them, even if they are in 
bona fide error and ask for the 
Sacraments, unless, having re- 
jected their errors, they are first 
reconciled to the Church (c. 731, 
2). 

“(a) If such a_ heretic or 
schismatic is dying and is un- 
conscious, he may be absolved 
conditionally—his baptism being 
presumed—if there is any proba- 
ble hope that he is in good faith 
and would willingly admit the 
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ministrations of the priest should 
he think such ministrations 
necessary. S. Alphonsus did not 
admit this view, on the ground 
that a dying heretic cannot be 
supposed to be giving any signs 
of a desire for confession since he 
abhors it. But this view is not 
now accepted, for we never know 
what goes on in the mind of an 
unconscious dying man. The 
favorable view, as stated above, 
is enforced by the reply of the 
Holy Office (May 17, 1916) to 
the effect that absolution and Ex- 
treme Unction may be given 
conditionally to unconscious 
schismatics at the point of death, 
especially if under the circum- 
stances we may surmise that they 
implicitly reject their errors. 
Scandal must, however, be ef- 
fectively removed by telling the 
bystanders that the Church sup- 
poses the schismatic to have re- 
turned to the unity of the Faith 
in the last moment. 


“(b) If, however, such dying 
heretic or schismatic is not un- 
conscious and cannot be prudent- 
ly urged to be converted to the 
Faith, he may be secretly ab- 
solved conditionally if he is 
thought to be in good faith. The 
canon cited above does not forbid 
this, for it does not speak of the 
dying. It is obvious that such a 
heretic must be disposed so as 
to make acts of faith, hope, 
charity and perfect contrition, to 
believe in the necessary articles 
of Faith, to express a willingness 
to do all that is necessary for 
salvation. An act of perfect con- 
trition should be made, for the 
absolution may be invalid for 
want of intention or of confes- 
sion. 
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“The Holy Office, it is trug 
stated that material schismatig 
in the hour of death may ng 
be absolved nor be given Extreme 
Unction though they ask fm 
them without abjuring ther 
errors, but the reply does mn 
appear to forbid secret abso 
tion. The abjuration of erroy 
should be made it it can be pre 
dently suggested. But if the dp 
ing heretic sees no need of it his 
refusal will not be imputed 
him. It is obvious that absolution 
may not be given to a heretic 
who is not dying nor in im 
mediate danger, if he will no 
make an abjuration .. . An ip 
dividual heretic who asked fae 
absolution, might, we believe, be 
given the benefit of the doubt an 
absolved conditionally.” (Mord 
and Pastoral Theology, by Henry 
Davis, S. J. Vol. III, pp. 258 
259). 

The foregoing may help to & 
plain some deathbed “conver 
sions” of non-Catholics. 


Question: Can you tell me any 
thing about Thomas a Kemps, 
author of the Imitation @ 
Christ? 


Answer: Although his name# 
world-famous, not much is know 
about his personality. It is m 
even certain that he wrote the 
Imitation of Christ, some Romal 
Catholic authorities holding thi 
he was merely the editor of at 
other author’s manuscript. 


However, this much is known: 
Thomas a Kempis was born about 
the year 1380 in Kempen, Ge 
many. He entered the Order @ 
the Canons Regular of Mount & 
Agnes, and became a priest ® 
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He wrote many spiritual 


works of wide application and 


deep mysticism, numerous pray- 


| as, and countless simple, quaint, 
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and rhythmic Latin hymns. He 
died near Zwolle, Holland, in 
1471. In 1897 his remains were 
enshrined in St. Michael’s Church 
of Zwolle by Maximilian Hendrik, 
Prince Bishop of Cologne. 

The Bishop of Cologne, eager 
to see Thomas a Kempis beati- 
fied, began to collect the neces- 
sary documents for this particu- 
lar cause, but to this date nothing 
has been accomplished. Nor does 
it appear that he ever will be a 
canonized saint of the Roman 
Church. For Vatican authorities 
are supposed to ha~~ within their 
hands evidence to prove that 
Thomas a Kempis was suspected 
of heresy because of the impor- 
tance of the Holy Scriptures in 
his life and writings, and also 
that he died an unhappy death 
with the knowledge that he had 
once been buried alive by mis- 
take. 


ion: Can a Roman Cath- 
olic attend a Protestant service? 


Answer: Per se, the bishop of 
a diocese is the proper judge of 
whether attendance at a Protes- 
tant service, such as a funeral, 
wedding, etc., may be justified in 
a particular case. Thus, if a Ro- 
man Catholic were to attend a 
Protestant service without hav- 
ing obtained permission before- 
hand from the bishop, he would 
commit a mortal sin. 


Per accidens, in some dioceses, 
this discretionary power is grant- 
ed to the local Roman Catholic 
pastor who knows best the condi- 
tions of his parochial area. 
Nevertheless, even in the case 
where permission is granted to 
attend a non-Catholic religious 
service, the Roman Catholic must 
lend passive assistance in such a 
way as to manifest externally his 
contempt and disapproval for the 
Protestant worship and beliefs. 


Question: Recently I read 
something that has puzzled me, 
namely, that in the Latin Rite 
of the Roman Catholic Church 
the priest does not administer the 
sMerament of marriage? Can this 
be correct ? 
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Answer: Yes, it is. If he were 
to administer the sacrament of 
marriage, it would mean tech- 
nically that he took unto himself 
a wife. This right to marriage is 
extended only to the European 
Greek Catholic Rite deacons 
under the Pope, prior to their 
being ordained priests of Rome. 
However, this particular right 
to marriage was taken away from 
the American Greek Catholic dea- 
cons under the Pope as recently as 
1936. The result of this drastic 
ruling was that fifty percent of 
the American Greek Catholics 
left the Roman Catholic Church 
and returned to their former 
mother church, the Greek Ortho- 
dox. 

The American Greek Catholic 
deacons who are today subjects 
of the Pope of Rome still have a 
loophole which they can take 
advantage of: before being or- 
dained priests of the Roman 
Catholic Union, they can go to 
Europe and get married, but with 
the stipulation that if they do so 
they must spend the rest of their 
lives there. Obviously, if they 
were permitted to return to the 
United States with their wives, 
they would arouse the envy of the 
Latin Rite clergy and cause a 
great many headaches for the 
American Roman Catholic bish- 
ops, especially when dealing 
with Latin clerics who are striv- 
ing hard—privately if not public- 
ly—to have this same privilege 
extended to them. 

To answer your question more 
directly, the ministers of the Ro- 
man Catholic Sacrament of mar- 
riage are the principals them- 
selves, the man and woman about 
to be married. The part played 
by the Latin Rite priest in the 
celebration of a marriage is 
merely this: he acts only as the 
official witness of the Roman 
Church to see that the man and 
woman, the ministers of the 
Sacrament, mutually exchange 
and accept the marital consent; 
that is all. 


Question: Js there any fee for 
marriages performed by the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy? 

Answer: Yes, there is. This fee 
is determined by the diocesan tax, 
which is fixed by the bishop alone. 
In the case of a marriage be- 


tween two Roman Catholics, the 
usual fee paid the priest is 
twenty-five dollars; in the case of 
a mixed marriage, it is twenty 
dollars. The amount of money 
paid the priest may differ some- 
what in some Eastern and 
Western dioceses, but substan- 
tially they are the same. The fee 
obtained from marriages is 
pocketed by the secular priest; 
aside from his monthly salary, 
this marriage money constitutes 
one of his chief sources of 
revenue. 


Question: One day, in the 
course of a religious discussion, 
my Roman Catholic neighbor 
stated that non-Catholics as well 
as Catholics had guardian angels. 
Does the Roman Catholic Church 
really teach this? 


Answer: Yes, it is the general 
teaching of the Roman Church 
that every one of the faithful 
has his own guardian angel, and 
that every other person, whether 
he be a heretic, schismatic, pagan, 
or infidel, probably has a guard- 
ian angel too. Jesus Christ, says 
the church, died for all men and 
merited the means of salvation 
for all of them; and one of the 
important aids to salvation is a 
guardian angel. 


Question: Can you tell me 
approximately how many mixed 
marriages were performed last 
year in the Roman Church? Is 
there any data as to what 
happens to such marriages? 


Answer: According to the 1956 
Official Catholic Directory, one 
out of every four marriages per- 
formed in the Roman Church was 
a mixed marriage. The Novem- 
ber, 1956, issue of Ave Maria 
reached the following conclusions 
about the outcome of mixed mar- 
riages in the Roman Church: 
1) Catholic-Protestant marriages 
show a divorce and separation 
rate three times higher than mar- 
riages where both people practice 
the same faith; 2) the guarantees 
made and sworn under oath prior 
to the mixed marriage are not 
carried out in thirty percent of 
such marriages; and 3) about 
thirty percent of the Roman 
Catholics of such unions are lost 
to the Roman Church. 
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Arehbishop Replies 
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tion of her body. One might also 
cite the gradual growth of the 
authority of the Pope which 
began as the Bishop of Rome and 
gradually has enlarged to the 
claim of infallibility. 


WE BELIEVE in complete soul 

liberty. Traditions have a 
way of becoming routine and 
technical, regulatory and demand- 
ing. But Jesus said, “If the Son 
therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed” (John 
8:36). Jesus refused to use the 
power of the twelve legions at 
hand to save Himself from death 
on the cross; much less would he 
have stooped to try to force any- 
one to join his movement. More- 
over, when John reported that he 
had forbidden one who did not 
follow with them to cast out 
devils in Christ’s name, Jesus 
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texts. 1.00 
“Glad Tidings” — 21 deluxe folders, 
embossing and gold effects, with or 
without Scripture texts. 1.00 
“Christmas Remembrance”—18 parch- 
ment folders, Biblical scene at top of 
card, modern scene directly under. 1.00 
“Christmas Delights” — 20 ornament 
cards, designed for children. Punch 
out ornaments te hang on the Christ- 
mas tree. 1.00 
“Currier & Ives” — Winter scenes in 
the finest of lithographed prints, 20 
folders, Scripture texts. 1 
Complete selection of: Christmas 
Programs * candy boxes ° back- 
ground scenes °* church bulletins 
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Jesus Was Twelve” e Wise Men”, 
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My Picture Bible — Comic book form, 
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said, “Forbid him not: for there 
is no man which shall do a 
miracle in my. name, that can 
lightly speak evil of me. For he 
that is not against us is on our 
part” (Mark 9:38-40). On the 
basis of these words, can you 
justify refusal of freedom to wor- 
ship and to preach their beliefs 
concerning our Saviour to mi- 
nority Christitan groups in 
certain countries where the Ro- 
man Catholic Church has political 
power? 


In the famous “Jerusalem Con- 
troversy” Peter spoke out for the 
church at Antioch since God had 
given them “The Holy Ghost, 
even as He did unto us” (Acts 
15:8). James, who seems to have 
been the recognized leader of the 
church at Jerusalem (Acts 
12:17), urges that since the 
Christians at Antioch had turned 
to God, “We trouble them not” 
(Acts 15:19—cf. vv. 20, 28, 29). 


Bible Story Readers — Old and New 
Testaments, graded up to 10 years. 1.50 
Bible Hero Stories each .15 


Moody Bible Story Book 3.95 
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This church, which was made " To 


in part of Gentile Christiang 
came, with splendid Christigg 
courtesy, with questions to the 
Jewish Christians in Jerusalem, 
The church at Jerusalem, with 
equal Christian grace, recognized 
and gave its blessing to that 
church, only admonishing them 
in certain matters that might 
bring question to others concerp. 
ing the sincerity of their faith and 
their moral rectitude. Would that 
the Roman Catholic Church ip 
such countries as Spain, Italy, 
and Colombia would have the 
same spirit of brotherhood tp 
ward those who accept the same 
Christ and demonstrate their love 
for Him! 


Is not the immediate cause of 
the death of Jesus to be found 
just here: He dared to challenge 
and to contradict the legalism of 
the Jewish religious leaders: 
their binding of heavy burdens 
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santh’s Bible Dictionary 3.00 
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Pulpit Commentary, un- 

te’ 23 volumes 

Th e and Times of 

Jesus the Messiah, Alfred 

Edersheim, 2 volumes 7. 

Bible History: Old Testa- 

ment, 2 volumes 1 

Calvin’s Institutes of Chris- 

tian Religion, 2 volumes 7. 

Expositor’s Greek Testa- 

ment, edited by W. Robert- 

son Nicoll, 5 volumes 

Vincent’s Word Studies, 4 

volumes 

Commentaries on the Gospels and 
and other Bible study books available. 
are offered at a reduced price if ordered 
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carry a wide selection of 
cake t Collins, Harper, National, 
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Modern translations: American S 
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minute rules upon the people, 
and their confining of religion in 
an institution based on tradition 
along with the Scriptures? 


Jesus insisted that religion is a 
relationship between the individ- 
yal and his God, separated from 
any kind of authoritative control 
from the outside. Jesus promised 
that the Holy Spirit would come 
into the heart of the individual, 
making a new beginning in his- 
tory. Jesus said that after His 
death the Holy Spirit would work 
in the hearts of these individ- 
uals, thus forever bringing reli- 
gion out into the open and offer- 
ing redemption to all who would 
trust Him. The Holy Spirit, 
rather than any Church or in- 
stitution, was the promised agent 
in bringing the world to Him 
(ef. John 16:7-15). The Spirit 
may and does use redeemed peo- 
ple as channels of His grace, 
working individually and cor- 
porately; but never to bring 
Christianity into a set of rules 
or into the confines of a single 
institution. 

(to be continued) 
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My Visit To Heaven 
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this book. 


Postpaid $1.00. Edition limited. 
Gospel Books Dept. CO-129 Rowan, lowa 
WOUUNUNEEUNNUUOAUOOUENUNUAOUOREOOUOUUUSEECEOUUGUEOON 










Ee Brit Fees & 











DECEMBER, 1957 





Some Canonized Saints 
Weren't Always Saintly 


Two Martyrs Had Been Careless. 

Most saints have always been 
saintly, but this is not true of all. 
Let us look into the story of the 
Martyrs of Gorkum, who included 
two priests . . . Jacobus Lacops and 
Andreas Wouters... Jacobus Lacops 
of Oudenaar, a Norbertine, . . . after 
leading a frivolous life, being dis- 
obedient to his order, and neglectful 
of his religious duties, reformed, be- 
came a curate in Monster, Holland, 
and was imprisoned in 1572... An- 
dreas Wouters of Heynoord, whose 
conduct was not edifying up to the 
time of his arrest . . . made ample 
amends by his martyrdom. 


The Register, September 8, 1957 


The End: Control 
The Means: Deception 


The Church of England News- 
paper of London .. . states that the 
[following] document was dropped 
by a member of the Irish Republi- 
can Army while being pursued by a 
senior customs officer .. . 

“I am requested to inform you by 
request H. G. You are to advise all 
your members that on no account 
are they to employ Protestants. Any 
Protestant who may now be em- 
ployed, it is the duty of the R. C.’s 
to push them out and replace them 
by a Roman Catholic. The most im- 
portant is as follows:—The Labour 
Exchanges, Post Office, Railways, 
Docks and Shipping. These places 
should be in the hands of the R. C.’s 
as far as possible. Progress has been 
made in the Railways, Labour Ex- 
changes, and many other shipping 
firms. In the case where R. C.’s are 
not favoured it is advisable to obtain 
work as a Protestant. This has 
worked in a good many places. We 
have a good number of members in 
high positions in the Railways, which 
see that the R. C.’s get first places 
vacant. Progress has been made in 
this direction, which will put us in 
a position to cripple, not only Liver- 
pool, but in England, and shake the 
Tory and Protestantism to the foun- 
dation. We have won our country for 
the Mother Church, now for Eng- 





land, now for Ulster, the black spot 
in Ireland, and the Orange Bigots. 
Again we must join the Labour 
Movement at these Clubs. R. C.’s, do 
noble service to our movement and 
make England as Catholic as our- 
selves. Yours,—P. F. Walsh, Secre- 
tary.” 

The Sentinel, August 1, 1957 


The Case for 
Communist Catholics 


Eight years ago Pope Pius XII 
trained Roman Catholicism’s biggest 
gun on Communism. Party members 
and collaborators, he decreed, were 
automatically excommunicated. This 
tough tactic obviously could backfire 
—especially in areas like Bologna 
and Emilia, where 85% of the popu- 
lation was at least nominally Com- 
munist. To keep their flocks from 
evaporating, many a priest uncom- 
fortably ignored the papal decree, 
went on marrying and burying 
known Communists. 

Last week Italy’s influential cleri- 
cal weekly Palestra del Clero pointed 
out that the original decree provided 
a loophole for just such discretionary 
application. The Pope spoke of those 
who became Communists scienter and 
libere—with full knowledge and full 
freedom of choice. “These two ad- 
verbs, if fully understood,” said Pa- 
lestra, “prevent any excessive rigor 
in the application of what the decree 
lays down. ... It is evidently up to 
the cleric in each individual case to 
distinguish between true willful 
Communists and those who are vic- 
tims of illusion, hence of ignorance; 
between those who have freely chosen 
to belong to the Communist Party 
and those who have been driven by 
necessity to Communist Party mem- 
bership.” 


Time, August 12, 1957 





Persecution 
in Colombia 


Dear Sir: 

Attached you will find the copy 
of a letter I mailed to the Rev. 
John E. Kelly, Director of the 
Bureau of Information, National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, and 
his subsequent reply ... 

WILLIAM H. CLAPPER 
Arcadia, California 


(Copy) 
Dear Mr. Kelly: 


I have read with great interest, 
in various. Catholic publications, 
your comments on and about the 
persecution of Protestants. I have 
read the following comment by 
you in the following large Cath- 
olic papers: The Tidings, Los 
Angeles, California, and The 
Register, Denver, Colorado, dated 
20 September 1957 and 22 
September 1957 respectively: 
“The alleged ‘religious persecu- 
tion’ of Protestants in Colombia 
is unheard of and unknown to 
most long-term Protestant 
Americans in this country, a 
North American priest declared 
here.” “Father John E. Kelly... 
asserted that most of the repre- 
sentative Protestant clergy and 
laity in Colombia, such as the 
Episcopal and Lutheran groups, 
are embarrassed by the unfound- 
ed reports.” 

Our Sunday Visitor (one of 
the largest Catholic papers in the 
U.S.) of 29 September 1957 went 
a little further and reported what 
a Methodist Bishop said at the 
meeting of the World Council of 


Churches last month in New 
Haven, Connecticut: ‘Methodist 
Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri 
of Argentina told the delegates 
that the Catholic Church in South 
America is carrying on a syste- 
matic and relentless persecution 
of Protestant churches and com- 
munities. He said there is more 
religious freedom behind the Iron 
Curtain than there is in Catholic 
countries.” “ ... Well, Father 
John E. Kelly obliged by flying 
immediately to Colombia to get 
a first-hand report for the Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence. In Colombia, he found that 
when he asked Protestants about 
persecution, they didn’t know 
what he was talking about.” 


I am really amazed at your 
statements. You once wrote me 
that the reason you wrote to a 
publication regarding marriage 
and other subjects was “to pro- 
mote good will between Catholic 
and non-Catholic readers of the 
magazine.” When will you learn 
that you do not promote good 
will when you tell honest 
non-Catholics that they are 
telling falsehoods and passing 
on false propaganda when they 
report the truth about persecu- 
tion that really does exist? 

Your articles are beautifully 
designed to satisfy Catholics and 
give them an argument against 
this persecution story, but they 
insult the intelligence of learned 
non-Catholics ... 

From Time magazine, 23 Sep- 
tember 1957, under the title 
“Colombia: Armistice for Protes- 
tants,” we quote: “... Ever since 
1887, when Roman Catholicism 


> 


Views and opinions expressed in 
department do not necessarily repre 
sent the view-point of this Magazine, 


oe 


became the country’s official reli. 
gion, Catholics found a lively 
response to whispering cam 
paigns against the threat of 
Protestantism.” The article als 
stated that “Rojas carried of 
where his predecessor left off, 
suggesting that Protestants and 
Communists were indistinguish 
able from one another and shut. 
ting down close to 30 Protestant 
churches in the mission terri- 
tories.” 

[Then follow “quotations from 
recognized, honest publications 
which will prove that your 
articles are very deceiving.” 
Many of these have previously 
appeared in the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. ] 

WILLIAM H. CLAPPER 


(Copy) 


Dear Mr. Clapper: 


Your citation of Time for 
September 23 is most interesting, 
The Time correspondent was 
present at a three-hour press con- 
ference I held in Bogota. Follow. 
ing it he filed with Time a release 
which did not mention me or the 
press conference. The result # 
Time’s compounding of inaccura- 
cies. The instance is typical of 
one-sided reporting. You will uz 
doubtedly be reading in the Cath 
olic press for this coming week 
end my factual account of one 
sided reporting. I hope you will 
also be able to see it in the gener 
al press if the general press picks 
up our release. 

Rev. JOHN E. KEL 


... All I can say to this is: lf 
the Time _ correspondent 
through three hours of this pres 
conference and then sent in his 
release without mentioning it, he 
surely didn’t believe a 
Kelly had to say. He apparent] 
just reported the truth as he sa¥ 
it. # 

WiLuiaM H. 
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Dear Dr. Montajio: 


I wrote Senator Lyndon John- 
gon after reading in the news- 
per about his making a politi- 
cal deal with Senator John Ken- 
nedy in regard to the presidential 
election of 1960. I also sent Sena- 
tor Johnson a book called My 
Deliverance from the Heresies of 
Rome. This book had a copy of 
the Jesuits’ Extreme Oath. I am 
enclosing Senator Johnson’s reply 
to my letter... 


C. POLLARD 
Sacramento, California 


The Bible in 
Catholic Schools 


Dear Sir: 

It is regrettable that as ob- 
yiously good a Christian as Mrs. 
E. S. of Ohio [“Letters to the 
Editor,” October issue] should 
be under such misapprehension 
as to the character of CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine. But if the 
magazine has been injudiciously 
used in an effort to deflect her 
from her Catholic conversion, her 
reaction is understandable... 

With reference to the incident 
of the ex-Catholic woman 
“afraid” to read the Bible, this 
incident is much less ridiculous 
to a person born and reared in 
the Catholic Church than to a 
convert like Mrs. E. S. I attended 
Catholic schools up to University 
and never once saw a Bible open 
in any Catholic classroom. The 
fact is that Catholic Bible-read- 
ing is not encouraged because of 
the risk of interpretations not 
conforming to Catholic dogma. 
The time Protestants spend in 
Bible study is used by Catholics 
for devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
and the saints. Mrs. E. S., who, 
as a born Protestant, is probably 
well versed in Scripture, can easi- 
ly verify Catholic unfamiliarity 
with the Bible by testing her 
Catholic friends’ Bible knowledge. 

If CONVERTED CATHOLIC maga- 
zine printed “half-truths and ex- 
aggerations” Mrs. E. S.’s con- 
demnation would be justified. But 
such an accusation cannot be 
made irresponsibly. It must be 
accompanied by proof. I challenge 
Mrs. E. S. to produce a single 
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statement of fact published in 
any issue of CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
magazine which would not stand 
up in a court-of-law if put to the 
test. 

As to the accusation of inciting 
against Catholics, the purpose of 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
is defensive, not aggressive. It is 
endeavoring to protect the right 
to freedom of conscience of all 
Americans, including Catholics, 
against the encroachments of 
those who teach that only their 
own adherents have a right to 
their belief, the beliefs of all 
others being “heresy,” which has 
no right to exist. Surely, if 
Protestants were to teach that 
Catholicism is “heresy” which 
must be stamped out, Mrs. E. S. 
would not regard as an incitement 
to bigotry her own efforts to 
protect her beloved Church by 
exposing and resisting such a 
threat... 

DEE SMITH 
San Diego, California 


Special Privilege 
Dear Sir: 

Anent special privilege, how 
about this one for its humor? 

A group of Lutheran pastors” 
from Illinois were late for a post- 
graduate class at Concordia Sem- 
inary and were exceeding the St. 
Louis speed limit. As the Roman 
Catholic policeman was about to 
write out a summons the driver 
managed to maneuver his body 
so that the pectoral cross he was 
wearing caught the policeman’s 
eye. That did it. The policeman 
tore up the ticket and said, “Now, 
‘Father,’ you were going a little 
too fast. Try to take it easy, will 
you?” 

Kar. F. BREEHNE 
Greenville, Illinois 


P.S. Your article and quotation 
from Bolivian Ambassador An- 
drade on the value of Protestant 
church schools should do some- 
thing to distinguish between the 
types of church schools and offset 
the generalization that all 
parochial schools foster an un- 
democratic spirit. This would do 
much to clear the foggy atmos- 
phere of the religion-education- 
government controversy. 

K, F. B. 


Lincoln Square, N. Y. 


Dear Friend of Religious 
Freedom: 

[Here is] the present status of 
the Lincoln Square campaign: 

On October 2, the City Plan- 
ning Commission approved the 
Lincoln Square Project. On Octo- 
ber 10 the Board of Estimate will 
set a date for a public hearing... 
Once more we must sacrifice time, 
energy and other obligations for 
an all-out effort... 

If the Board of Estimate gives 
us any fair warning at all you 
will be notified by this office. The 
point is not so much whether we 
win at that hearing as to show 
the whole nation that the Board, 
if it persists in its unconstitution- 
al behavior, does so against 
tremendous mass opposition of 
citizens who know their Federal 
and State Constitutions. This 
will be strongly in our favor if 
the battle has to be finally fought 
out in the courts. 

... In the meantime, Attorney 
Present says keep up the bom- 
bardment for a congressional in- 
vestigation of New York City 
Title I Slum Clearance Projects. 
The ballyhoo in the newspapers 
about the city’s own houseclean- 
ing is but a thin coating of white- 
wash... 

John Sparkman, Chairman 
Senate Subcommittee on Hous- 
ing, Senate Chambers, Washing- 
ton, D.C., where the _ resolu- 
tion for the investigation still 
languishes, is willing, as ever, to 
fight for us. But he needs ammu- 
nition. His committee is indif- 
ferent. Only a persistent barrage 
from every state in the Union will 
move them. Start another letters- 
to-Sparkman campaign—activate 
all your friends—write again— 
and again. 

... It’s going to be a long, hard 
fight, but if we do not faint by 
the wayside, we shall win! 

DoROTHEA THAYER 
Secretary 


Americans United 
New York, N. Y. 


e The Lincoln Square Slum 
Clearance Project involves a land 
“giveaway” to Jesuit-controlled 
Fordham University, at the tax- 
payers’ expense nationally as 
well as locally. 
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Principles and Freedom 


Joseph N. Moody: “Protestant- 
ism adjusted more readily than Ca- 
tholicism to the changes of early 
modern history, because in Protest- 
antism laymen were expected not 
merely to apply Christian principles 
in their personal lives, but to dis- 
cover which principles were appli- 
cable in the various aspects of public 
life and to see how these relate to 
the general structure of Christian 
belief and ethics. Where this worked, 
if offered just the combination of 
authority and freedom that an age 
of change required.” (America, Aug. 
24, 1957) 


Lapsed Catholics 


Sister Mary Ludivine: “Our own 
American parishes are a missionary 
field as white to the harvest as any 
in the world. The lapsed Catholics 
who represent the grain to be gath- 


ered there have been estimated to_ 


number in the millions. No mere 
guesswork, these figures are being 
verified by studies now going on in 
the comparatively new field of parish 
sociology. All that is observable and 
measurable in the vast problem of 
leakage from the Catholic Church is 
being assembled and analyzed. The 
facts thus revealed deserve our sober 
attention. 

“Recent studies made under the 
direction of Rev. Joseph H. Fichter, 
S.J., uncovered the disturbing fact 
that, at least in some areas, approxi- 
mately one-third of all baptized 
Catholics become dormant members 
of the Church.... 

“The problem of bringing fallen- 
away Catholics back to at least mini- 
mal communion with the Church is 
complicated by the fact that they are 
not susceptible to the ordinary meth- 
ods used in gaining converts. Usually 
the lapsed Catholic has in effect 
melted into the non-Catholic mass; 
he is not readily identifiable, and in- 
deed he resists identification. Most 
frequently, his reasons for remain- 
ing away from the Church are not 
those that hinder the non-Catholic 
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from entering it; he may have a 
deep personal grievance, or he may 
be held back from the sacraments 
because of an invalid marriage. Be- 
sides this, his very estrangement 
from the Church tends to increase the 
damaging effects of today’s impor- 
tunate secularism.” (America, Sept. 
21, 1957) 


Amazement and Alarm 


Vision, Roman Catholic periodi- 
cal: “In Vatican circles the amazing 
spread of Protestantism in South 
America is viewed with alarm, and it 
is believed that the purchasing power 
of the dollar has played a major role. 
Well equipped Protestant schools, 
the extensive distribution of pamph- 
lets and Protestant literature, wealthy 
Protestant missions, and the fact 
that the future leaders of these mis- 
sions may receive their preparation 
and practical training in Latin Amer- 
ica are the main factors in the diffu- 
sion of Protestantism in Mexico, 
Central and South America. The 
Catholic Church is considered at a 
disadvantage as far as money and 
men are concerned, and one of 
CELAM’s main objectives will be to 
bring this state of things to an end.” 
(Quoted in Eternity, October, 1957) 


* CELAM: Council of the Latin 
American Episcopate, a new organi- 
zation with headquarters in Bogota, 
Colombia. 


For the Reeord ... 
Indiana Catholic and Record: 


“We are frequently so smug in our 
Catholicism. We are justly proud of 
our school system, our magnificent 
parish plants, our gifts to the needy 
in all parts of the world, but we are 
complacent in our expertly staffed 
charity bureaus, as though they 
somehow released us from the com- 
mand of charity. We brag of how 
well our faithful attend Mass on Sun- 
days and keep the Friday abstinence, 
and look with ill-concealed scorn upon 
the Italian and other European Cath- 
olics who are not as we are. We bris- 


tle with something almost akin 


contempt when some foreign Cath 
lic dares to lecture us on our attit 
toward the Negro or our lack of 
terest in social problems. 

“We American Catholics have 9 
gone in person as we should to { 
poor and needy. We are not not 
among our fellow citizens for 
way we put ourselves out to disc¢ 
the needs of the Negro, to interg 
ourselves in the housing conditig 
of the poor. Nor do we enjoy aj 
particular reputation for the way 
assist the drunks on skid row or 
in community social projects. _ 

“Our Legions of Mary, our Se 
ties of St. Vincent de Paul are: 
few. We have not yet developed 
parish life that is animated 
Christ’s commandment to love @ 
another as He loved us.” (The 
olic Mind, May, 1953) 


The Painful Truth 


Fr. Robert J. Welch: “Nor > 
Catholics object to [the Mar 
Luther] film because it reflects 
and considerable defects and ab 
in Catholic life and practice at } 
time of Luther. These evils aré 
part of history, and for an und 
standing of Luther a necessary pa 
of history. Catholic histories abou 
with their narration and discussic 


(America, March 23, 1957) 


Catholie Scholarship 
Lacking 4 
Rev. William J. Rooney, prof 
sor of literature at Catholic Univ 
sity, Washington, D.C., said that 
respect for learning must be 
veloped by Catholics. 
Addressing the opening sessic 
a conference on the teaching 
gifted children . . . Father Roo 
declared that Catholics are not ] 
ticipating in American intellect 
life in proportion to their pop 
Scholars are needed, he said, | 
they will be developed only to 
same degree that “an environment 
respect for learning is develope 
the Catholic community”... 
If a respect for learning is 
created, the few scholars that v 
develop would be viewed with 
picion and not accepted by 
community, he said. In such a ¢ 
munity, disorder would soon 
because there would be no oné 
discover the truth and impart 
to others, the speaker warned. — 
The opening session was atten 
by several hundred clergy and 
ligious in the teaching field . . . 1 
Louis Post-Dispatch, Aug. 27, 
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